NOT  TO  BE  PUBLISHED  . 

The  information  given  in  thia  document  is  not 
to  be  communicated, either  directfy  or  itidirectlx 
to  the  Press  or  to  any  person  not  holding  an 
official  position  in  His  Majesty’s  Service* 


26 _ 

G,S.  Publications 
583 


Notified  in  .C.fs. 
10th  Dec.  1&41. 


Service  Pocket 
Book 


Pamphlet  Noe  2 

1939 

^  f 

(Reprinied  with  Amendments  [Nos.  1  and  2}  and 

[Nos.  39  and  42,  1941)* 

ORDERS  AND 
INTERCOMMUNICATION 

Crown  Copyright  Reserved 


By  Command  of  the  Army  Council, 


The  War  Office, 


1  Qth  December j  1 94 1 . 

LONDON: 

Printed  under  the  Authority  of  HIS  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE 
by  Harrison  &  Sons,  Ltd,,  44-47,  St.  Martin’s  L  ane,  London,  W.C*2 


if 


.1 


i: 


li 


11 


CONTENTS 


Sec,  , 

1  Types  of  orders  and  instructions  ; — 

Standing  and  routine  orders  . .  - .  -  | 

Operation  orders  and  instructions  . .  -  ■  ^ 

Administrative  orders  ,  -  .  -  •  -  *  ^ 

2  Orders— general  principles 

3  Operation  orders  : —  ^ 

General  . ,  . .  *  ■  *  *  •  *  *  ■  ^ 

Form  and  distribution , .  . .  •  •  *  •  ^ 

4  Cleans  of  intercommunication  : — 

General  , , 

Line  telegraphy  and  telephony 

General  use  . .  .  •  *  *  *  *  *  *  „ 

Types  of  line  communications  * .  *  *  o 

Wireless  telegraphy  and  radio  teiephon} 

General  use  -  *  •  *  —  *  ■  ■ '  ^ 

Types  of  sets 
Visual  telegraphy 

General  use  ‘ '  m 

Types  of  apparatus  . .  -  ■  •  •  *  * 

Message  carrying  : —  » 

General  use  , .  ■  •  *  ■  *  *  *  1 1 

Methods  of  message  canning  .  •  •  ■  j  J 

Liaison  personnel  •  -  •  ■  -  *  '  *  ,  - 

The  army  postal  service  .  *  *  *  •  *  ^  ^ 

5  Signal  units  and  regimental  signallers  . .  •  ■ 

*  6  Organization  of  intercommunication  . 

Signal  offices  ■  -  •  •  *  •  ■  *  ^ 

Signal  centres  -  •  —  *  ’  -  * 

Main  arteries  . .  -  •  ■  •  *  * 

*  1 A 

7  Chain  of  responsibility . 

8  Rules  for  signal  trafbc  .  *  *  *  -  *  ■  • 

9  Signal  security  . .  . .  •  -  -  -  •  ■ 

10  Organization  of  wireless  communication 

Allotment  of  wave  frequencies  • .  •  • 

Allotment  of  call  signs  . 

Grouping  of  wireless  stations  ^  -  *  ■  -tf 

1 1  Intercommunication  between  aircraft  and  army 
formations  and  units 

General  ..  *  .  *  *;  '* 

W^ireless  frequencies  and  call  signs  *  -  • »  ^ 

Ground  indicators  . .  •  *  •  -  . .  ^4 


1 


Sec.  ^ 

Appendix. 

I. _ Administrative  matters  which  may  require  con¬ 

sideration  in  the  preparation  of  operation 
orders  or  administrative  orders  , .  .  * 

II.^Rules  for  drafting  orders »  instructions,  reports 

and  messages  ♦ .  •  ♦  •  ■  -  *  . .  30 

III,  — Reconnaissance  code  . .  -  -  *  •  . .  43 

IV.  — Abbreviated  titles,  addresses^  distinguishing 

letters  and  other  abbreviations  . .  .  ■  46 


FIELD  SERVICE  POCKET  BOOK 
PAMPHLET  No.  2,  1939 


ORDERS  AND  INTERCOMMUNICATION 


1,  Types  of  orders  and  instructions 

1.  Command  in  the  field  is  exercised  by  means  of 

(i)  Standing  orders  and  routine  orders,  which  reflate  the 

gciiGrsl  (isily  iii6  of  si  forc6  in  tJio  fi6lcij  in  SHCcorci- 
ance  with  the  conditions  of  the  campaign  ; 

(ii)  Operation  orders,  which  deal  with  a  particular  strategi¬ 

cal  or  tactical  move  or  operation  :  they  are  sup¬ 
plemented,  when  necessary,  by  operation  instruc¬ 
tions  and  administraiive  orders. 

%  The  object  of  standing  orders  is  to  adapt  existing 
regulations  to  local  conditions  and  to  avoid  repetitions  in 
routine  and  operation  orders.  Routine  orders  are  used  to 
supplement  standing  orders,  to  facilitate  the  working  of  the 
administrative  services,  and  to  reduce  correspondence  and 
returns.  Standing  orders  and  routine  ord^s  are  printed  or 
typewritten,  and  are  given  a  wide  distribution. 

3.  The  object  of  operation  orders  is  to  bring  about  a  course 
of  action  in  accordance  with  the  intentions  of  the  conimander 
and  with  full  co-operation  between  all  arms  and  services. 

4.  Operation  instructions  are  used  instead  of,  or  to  supple¬ 
ment,  operation  orders  when  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  subordi¬ 
nate  commander  in  a  position  in  which  he  m^st  act  on  his 
own  judgment.  These  instructions  will  ^ve  the  sul^rdmate 
commander  all  available  information  likely  to  affect  the 
performancB  of  liis  task,  and  wiU  state  clfiarly  the  o  jec  o 
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he  attained,  but  will  leave  the  methods  to  his  discretion. 
They  should  include  a  brief  statement  of  the  courses  open  to 
the  enemy,  and  of  his  probable  action,  as  well  as  a  forecast 
of  the  action  of  the  commander  issuing  the  instruction. 

Orders  to  reconnoitring  elements  will  always  be  in  the 
form  of  instructions  rather  than  orders,  otherwise  operation 
instructions  should  be  sparingly  used.  They  will  usually  be 
couched  in  less  formal  terms  than  orders.  W  hen  special 
considerations  of  secrecy  demand  it,  such  instructions  may  be 
addressed  to  a  commander  personally.  If  it  is  essential  that 
a  commander  should  be  informed  of  the  scope  of  an  operation 
instruction  issued  to  another  commander,  a  copy  of  the 
instruction  may  be  issued  to  him  for  information. 

5,  The  matters  on  which  administrative  orders  may  be 
necessary  are  given  in  Appendix  I.  The  staff  is  responsible 
that  heads  of  services  and  their  representatives  are  kept 
informed  of  so  much  of  the  intentions  of  the  commander  as 
it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  know  in  order  that  they  may 
carry  out  their  work  efhciently. 

2,  Orders — general  principles 

1.  An  order  must  contain  only  what  the  reciolent  requires 
to  know  in  order  to  carry  out  his  task.  Any  attempt  to 
prescribe  to  a  subordinate  commander  at  a  distance  antdhing 
that  he,  with  a  fuller  knowdedge  of  local  conditions,  should 
be  able  to  decide  on  the  spot  will  be  avoidei. 

2.  In  framing  orders  for  operations,  the  general  principle 
is  that  the  object  to  be  attained,  wdth  such  information  as 
affects  its  attainment,  will  be  brieflv  but  clear! v  stated  :  the 
actual  method  of  attaining  the  object  vriil  be  given  in  sufficient 
detail  to  ensure  co-ordination  of  effort,  but  so  ns  not  to 
interfere  with  the  initiative  of  subordinate  commanders, 
who  should  be  left  freedom  of  action  in  all  matters  which 
they  can  or  should  arrange  for  themselves. 

3.  So  that  all  parts  of  a  force  may  understand  clearly  the 
task  allotted  to  each  part  and  thus  be  able  to  co-c>perate  fully, 
the  whole  of  the  orders  for  any  particular  operation  by  the 
force  should,  whenever  possible,  be  embodied  in  one  operation 
order,  and  not  in  a  series  of  separate  orders  to  different  parts 
of  the  force. 

4.  When  a  detachment  is  made,  its  commander  wall  be 
specified  in  the  order.  If  a  detachment  is  composed  of 
different  units,  a  rendezvous  must  be  arranged,  at  which 
representatives  of  urdts  will  meet  the  appointed  commander, 
or  his  representative. 

5.  Notwithstanding  the  greatest  skill  and  care  in  framing 
orders,  unexpected  circumstances  may  render  the  precise 
execution  of  an  order  unsuitable  or  impracticable.  In  such 
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circumstances  the  following  principles  will  guide  the  recipient 
of  an  order  in  deciding  his  course  of  action  : — 

(i)  A  formal  order  will  never  be  departed  from  either  in 

letter  or  spirit  so  long  as  the  officer  who  issued  it 
is  present,  or  there  is  time  to  report  to  him  and 
await  a  reply  without  losing  an  opportunity^  or 
endangering  the  force  concerned. 

(ii)  If  the  above  conditions  cannot  be  fulfilled,  a 

departure  from  either  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  an 
order  is  justified  if  the  subordinate  who  assumes 
the  responsibility  bases  his  decision  on  some  fact 
which  could  not  be  known  to  the  officer  who  issued 
the  order,  and  if  he  is  satisfied  that  he  is  acting  as 
his  superior  officer  would  order  him  to  act  were  he 
present. 

(iii)  If  a  subordinate  neglects  to  depart  from  the  letter  of 

his  orders  when  such  departure,  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  sub-para,  (ii)  above,  is  clearly  demanded, 
he  vdll  be  held  responsible  for  any  failure  that  may 
ensue. 

(iv)  Should  a  subordinate  find  it  necessary  to  depart  from 

an  order,  he  will  immediately  inform  the  issuer  of 
it,  and  the  commanders  of  any  neighbouring  units 
likely  to  be  affected. 

6.  In  instances  of  urgency,  an  order  may  be  given  to  a 
subordinate  commander  without  having  been  passed  through 
the  usual  official  channel.  The  commander  who  issues  such 
order  will  inform  the  intermediate  authorities  concerned  and 
neighbouring  formations  likely  to  be  affected.  The  recipient 
of  the  order  inform  his  immediate  superior  of  its  receipt 
and  of  the  action  which  he  is  taking  on  it. 

3.  Operation  orders 

General 

1.  Orders,  instructions,  reports  and  messages  will,  when¬ 
ever  possible,  be  issued,  or  confirmed,  in  siting.  If  sent  by 
telephone,  they  will  be  written  down  by  the  recipient,  and 
repeated  back  to  the  sender  with  the  exception  that  messages 
by  radio-telephony  will  not  be  repeated  back.  If  written, 
they  must  be  easily  legible,  must  be  timed,  and  must  be  signed 
by  the  sender,  who  will  give  his  rank,  appointment  and  forma¬ 
tion  or  unit.  If  sent  in  message  form  appointment  and 
formation  or  unit  will  not  be  given.  Paragraphs  should  be 
numbered  to  facilitate  reference.  Detailed  rules  for  drafting 
orders,  instructions  and  messages  ;  the  definition  of  “  zero 
hour/’  etc.,  are  Appendix  II. 
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2.  No  matter  how  complete,  how  appropriate  and  how  , 
correctly  drawn  up  an  order  may  be,  it  fails  of  its  purpose 
if  it  does  not  arrive  in  time.  The  commander  who  issues  an 
order  is  responsible  that  it  reaches  his  subordinates  in  time 
to  enable  them  to  make  all  the  necessarr^  preparations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  framing  and  issue  of  their  own  orders,  before  troops 
are  committed  to  action  in  execution  of  the  order, 
detailed  operation  orders  cannot  be  issued  in  sufhcient  time 
to  enable  the  troops  to  make  the  necessarr^  preparation,  a 
"  warning  order  should  be  issued  ;  this  order  should  ^ve 
sufficient  information  to  enable  all  the  necessary’  preparations 
to  be  made, 

3.  Since  the  success  of  any  operation  depends  largely  on 
the  time  factor,  orders  in  the  field  will  often  be  issued 
verbally.  A  commander  can  impress  his  will  and  inspire  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  success  of  an  operation  far  more  easily  through 
verbal  orders,  if  well  issued,  than  by  pages  of  written  orders, 
A  commander  will  therefore  often  find  it  desirable  to  assemble 
his  subordinate  commanders  before  an  operation,  to  explain 
his  plan  and  to  issue  his  orders. 

When  the  orders  for  an  operation  are  issued  verbally, 
written  confirming  orders  will  subsequently  be  issued 
whenever  practicable.  When,  however,  it  is  impossible  for 
the  complete  confirming  order  to  reach  recipients  in  time  to 
affect  the  action  ordered,  such  an  order  may  be  conned  to 
a  brief  message  confirming  essential  points,  such  as  objectives, 
starting  lines,  boundaries,  routes  and  times.  \Miether  a 
confirming  order  is  to  be  issued  or  not,  the  staff  of  the 
commander  issuing  the  verbal  orders  wdll  ensure,  before 
subordinate  commanders  rejoin  their  units,  that  their  written 
notes  embody  the  essential  points,  which  may  often  most 
conveniently  be  marked  on  maps. 

Verbal  orders  will  follow  the  same  sequence  and  form  as 
mitten  orders.  Indefinite  or  badly  delivered  verbal  orders 
may  do  much  to  destroy  confidence  in  success. 

Form  and  distribution 

4.  The  form  of  an  operation  order  may  var>'  according  to 
the  formation  or  unit  which  issues  it,  the  nature  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  time  available  and  the  methods  of  distribution,  at 
hand.  Elaboration  and  formalism  in  the  writing  of  orders 
must  be  avoided  ;  orders  should  be  confined  to  essentials 
and  should  be  as  brief,  in  subject  matter,  in  headings  and  in 
appendices,  as  is  consistent  with  clearness.  But  a  recog¬ 
nised  form  and  sequence  should  always  be  followed  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  since  this  makes  important  omissions  less 
likely,  and  assists  subordinates,  who  can  more  easily  grasp 
the  meaning  of  an  order  issued  in  a  form  with  which  they  are 
familiar. 
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The  form  is  as  folloivs*  : — 

SECRET 

_ (Formation  or  Unit)  Operation  Order  No . 

* 

Copy  No.  . . . *  * 

Ref.  Map .  .  ,  . . 

Date  . . 

INFORM  A  TION — 

Regarding  the  enemy. summary  of  the  information  on 
wffiich  the  plan  is  based,  so  far  as  the  recipients  require  to  know 

it. 

Regarding  our  ^own  troops. — A  summary  of  the  situation 
and  intentions  of  any  neighbouring  troops,  whose  action 
affect  the  action  of  the  recipient  of  the  order,  A  higher 
commander intention  will  be  repeated  in  the  orders  of 
subordinates  only  when,  and  so  far  as,  it  is  essential  to  do  so. 
In  the  interests  of  secrecy,  it  will  often  be  advisable  to 
include  it  in  the  order  in  outline  only  ;  the  intention  may 
then  be  amplified  separately,  either  verbally  or  in  writing. 

INTENTION.— 

A  clear,  concise  and  decisive  statement  of  what  the  com¬ 
mander  intends  to  achieve.  The  intention  stated  should 
not  exceed  what  is  to  be  efiected  by  the  plan  embodied  m  the 
order,  and  should  normally  be  drafted  by  the  commander 
himself :  it  should  be  expressed  in  the  future  imperative 
tense  i.e.  **  will.*'  Alternative  intentions  depending  on 
developments  should  not  be  given  in  operation  orders. 


METHOD.— 

A  statement  of  the  task  allotted  to  the  formations  or 
units,  in  sufficient  detail  to  ensure  co-operation. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS,— 

A  statement  of  the  general  administrative  arrangements  so 
far  as  all  recipients  of  the  order  require  to  know  them. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  issue  details  of  adminxs..ratiye 
arrangements  separately,  either  as  an  appendix  or  in  admiois- 
.  trative  orders. :  ■  -  ■ '  ,  -  '  '  • 


•  An  operation  order  sent  by  telegraph  or  wireless  shouldrbe  in  the  form 
given  in  Appendix  II,  Sec,  V  19 
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INTERCOMAIUNICA  TION.^ 

Such  paragraphs  as  are  necessary  regarding  intercommuni¬ 
cation, 

Location  of  headquai’ters. 

Routes  to  be  followed  by  headquarters  of  subordinate 
formations. 

Liaison  duties. 

Orders  for  wireless  silence  or  other  restriction  on  the  use 
of  wireless. 

Allotment  of  R.A.F.  wireless  tenders. 

Allotment  of  wireless  frequencies  and  call  signs  for 
tactical  reconnaissance  purposes  and  also  squadron 
letters. 

Any  pre-arranged  light  signals. 

.4  CKNO  W LEDGE. — 

(Signature,  rank,  and  appointment 
of  officer  signing  order.)  . . . . 

METHOD  OF  ISSUE.— 

TIME  OF  5/GAM  r  URF.- 

DISTRIBUTION.— 

The  list  of  addresses  to  w'hom  copies  of  the  order  are  issued 
will  be  included  in  all  copies.  The  number  of  copies  should 
be  kept  as  low  as  possible,  both  in  the  interests  of  secrecy 
and  because  of  the  difficulties  of  reproductioo  in  the  field. 

The  distribution  list  should  be  in  suitable  order,  e.g. 

* 

Own  subordinate  formations  or  units. 

Attached  troops. 

Formations  and  units  co-operating. 

Own  commander. 

Own  staff. 

Own  services. 

File  and  war  diary. 

Operation  orders,  operation  instructions  and  administrative 
orders  must  be  immediately  acknowledged  by  all  recipients 
as  a  matter  of  routine. 

5.  In  principle,  a  commander's  orders  are  issued  only  to 
those  under  his  immediate  command  who  are  required  to 
take  action  on  them.  Copies  to  ffank  formations  or  units 
may,  how^ever,  be  issued  for  information,  if  effective  co¬ 
operation  cannot  otherwise  be  secured.  A  copy  not  be 


sent  to  the  next  higher  formation,  unless  ordered  or  as  the 
most  convenient  means  of  keeping  a  superior  in  touch  with 
the  situation. 

The  issue  of  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  a  commander  s 
ooeration  orders  to  his  immediately  subordinate  cominanders 
for  distribution  to  the  formations  or  units  under  their  com¬ 
mand  should  be  very  exceptional ;  but  it  may  on  occasions  be 
convenient  to  distribute  appendices  (5^^  para,  6  below) 
containing  long  or  complicated  arrangements  which  would 
otherwise  have  to  be  repeated  in  the  orders  of  lower  forma¬ 
tions.  ,  j?  1  ■ 

A  subordinate  commander  who  issues  copies  of  lus 

superior's  orders  without  receiving  permission  to  do  so  will  be 
responsible  for  having  made  known  any  information  contained 
in  them. 

6.  In  order  to  avoid  long  and  complicated  orders,  it  will 
often  be  advisable  to  place  in  appendices  such  matter  as 
details  of  the  fire  plan  or  of  the  order  of  march.  Repetition 
between  the  main  order  and  appendices  must  be  avoided. 
Sometimes  the  order  may  be  simplified  by  the  issue  of  a 
sketch  map  or  tracing  as  an  appendix.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  every  recipient  of  an  order  to  be  provided  with  all  the 
appendices  ;  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  desirable  to  issue 
appendices  to  subordinates  to  whom  copies  of  the  order  have 
not  been  issued  para.  5  above), 

7,  For  the  more  detailed  rules  for  the  drafting  of  operation 
orders,  see  Appendix  II- 

4.  Means  of  intercommumcatiou 

General 

1 .  Signal  communications  are  an  essential  element  of 
command  in  w^hich  they  fulfil  a  threefold  function,  namely  : — 

(i)  To  enable  a  commander  to  control  and  administer 

the  different  and  often  widely  separated  parts  of 
his  command  . 

(ii)  To  keep  him  in  touch  with  the  situation  on  his  own 

front. 

(iii)  To  keep  him  in  touch  with  other  commanders  with 

whom  he  is  co-operating  by  land,  air  and  sea. 

2.  Means  of  intercommunication  in  the  field  are  : — 

.  (i)  Line  telegraphy  and  telephony  (L/T), 

(ii)  Wireless,  either  wireless  telegraphy  (W/T)  or  radio 
telephony  (R/T). 
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(m)  Visual  telegraphy  (V/T) . 

(tv)  Message'  carrying  by  any  suitable  agency,  ranging 
from  a  dismounted  orderly  to  an  aeroplane. 

(v)  Liaison  personnel. 

(vi)  The  army  postal  service. 


Line  telegraphy  and  telephony 

3.  General  use. — ^Lines  are  used  ‘whenever  they  can  be 
constructed  and  maintained.  They  form  the  backbone  of 
the  signal,  system,  since  no  other  method  can  deal  mth  the 
volume  of  signal  trafhc  required  behind  divisional  head¬ 
quarters.  They  are  of  little  or  no  value  for  mobile  troops  or 
for  lateral  communication  during  movement. 

4.  In  the  attack,  line  communication  may  be  of  considerable 
use  in  the  forward  area  for  the  final  co-ordination  of  plans  by 
means  of  the  telephone.  As  soon  as  active  operations  have 
begun,  however,  the  maintenance  or  extension  of  the  system 
will  be  extremely  difficult. 

5.  The  characteristics  of  line  communication  are  best 
suited  to  meet  the  requirements  of  defence. 


Types  of  line  communications 

6.  These  comprise  : — 

(i)  Field  cable. 

(ii)  Field  air  line. 

(iii)  Permanent  routes, 

7.  Field  cable  is  used  in  the  forward  area  and  is  the  sole 
line  material  carried  by  divisions.  It  is  easily  laid,  picked  up, 
transported  and  repaired.  It  can  be  protected  from  traffic 
by  raising  it  off  the  ground,  and  from  traffic  and  shell  fire  by 
burying  it  or  by  laying  it  in  special  narrow  open  trenches  ; 
but  this  latter  form  of  protection  on  a  large  scale  is  only 
possible  when  much  time  and  labour  are  available,  x'.fi.,  in 
protracted  defence. 

8.  Field  cable  is  replaced  where  possible  by  overhead  field 
air  line  or  permanent  routes  which  are  technically  more 
efficient,  but  the  construcrion  of  which  is  too  slow  for  tactical 
purposes. 
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9.  Field  air  lines  are  carried  on  light  temporary  poles  and 
comprise  up  to  eight  uninsulated  wires.  Their  use  begins  in 
rear  of  those  zones  subject  to  persistent  shell  fire, 

10.  Permanent  routes  are  similar  to  those  used  in  civil 
practice.  They  contain  up  to  thirty-two  uninsulated  wires, 
and  replace  field  air  lines  in  the  back  areas. 

1 1 .  Cable  carried  on  poles  is  much  less  liable  to  damage  by 
shell  fire  than  a  field  air  line.  It  may  be  unaffected  by  the 
blast  of  an  explosion  and  even  the  poles  may  be  broken  with¬ 
out  interrupting  communication.  It  is  useful  in  places  where 
open  wires  would  be  unduly  exposed,  and  cable  could  not 
safely  be  left  lying  ori  the  ground. 


Wireless  telegraphy  and  radio  telephony 

12.  General  Wireless  is  invaluable  for  working  with 

mobile  troops  and  aircraft,  and  for  lateral  communication.. 
Its  power  of  maintaining  communication  on  the  move  makes 
it  the  principal  medium  of  control  in  mobile  formations  and  it 
is  an  important  means  of  communication  in  artillery 
regiments  and  infantry  brigades.  In  the  interests  of  secrecy, 
however,  it  must  be  used  with  discretion. 

13.  It  can  be  used  to  great  advantage  for  prompt  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  messages  sent  by  message-carrying  agencies. 

14.  Wireless  can  be  used  pending  the  construction  of  a  line 
or  to  take  the  place  of  one  that  hks  been  cut.  Generally 
speaking,  its  chief  value  in  forward  areas  is  to  increase 
mobility,  and  in  back  areas  to  provide  an  alternative  when 
lines  are  interrupted. 

15.  Types  of  sets. — ^Tbese  fall  into  the  following  main 
classes  - 

(i)  Short  range  forward  sets  for  use  by  fighting  troops. 

(n)  Sets  for  use  in  armoured  fighting  vehicles. 

(iii)  Sets  for  use  between  divisions  and  brigades. 

(iv)  Sets  for  use  by  higher  formations  and  on  lines  of 

communication. 

(v)  Longer  range  sets  for  special  purposes. 
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Visual  telegraphy 

16.  General  zwe.— Visual  is  valuable  for  tactical  use  bv 
units  of  ail  arms  in  tlie  forward  area. 

17.  Types  of  apparatus. — These  are  : — 

(i)  The  lamp. 

(ii)  The  heliograph, 

(iii)  Th-e  morse  flag. 

(iv)  The  shutter. 

18.  The  most  useful  instrument  is  the  electric  lamp,  which 
can  be  used  up  to  an  average  of  two  miles  by  day  and  six 
miles  by  night. 

19.  The  heliograph  gives  excellent  results  where  it  can  be 
used,  but  it  requires  continuous  sunshine  and  can  only  be 
relied  upon  in  certain  climates. 

20.  The  morse  flag  is  used  in  training,  but  has  a  verx  hmited 
practical  value  in  the  field  as  it  is  easily  observed  by  the 
enemy  and  its  use  exposes  the  signaller.  It  is  ven^  fatiguing 
to  use  for  long  periods  of  transmission.  It  is  of  value  in 
mountain  warfare,  however,  as  it  is  light  to  carrv^  and  the 
above  drawbacks  do  not  apply  to  the  same  extent. 

21. ^  The  shutter  gives  communication  \^uthout  exposing 
the  signaller,  but  it  can  be  used  only  for  very  shon  distances. 

Details  of  the  above  equipment  are  given  in  Signal  Training' 
(All  Arms). 


Message  carrying 

22.  General  use. — -Message  carrying  is  an  essential  part  of 
any  signal  system,  from  the  for^vard  fighting  units  to  the 
base.  Its  general  function  is  to  carry  the  longer  and  more 
secret  messages  ;  operation  orders  are  generallv  conveyed 
by  this  means  ;  the  bulk  of  the  less  urgent  administrative 
matter  which  would  block  the  telegraph  channels  and  for 
which  the  army  postal  service  is  too"  slow,  is  carried  by 
despatch  riders. 

23.  Message  carrying  is  often  the  only  available  method  in 
battle,  and  during  movement  it  may  provide  the  only  possible 
form  of  lateral  communication.  Its  simplicity  causes  it  to 
be  largely  used  by  forward  units  when  the  casu^ties  and  con¬ 
fusion  of  battle  have  led  to  the  b^eakdo^vn  of  all  other 
methods. 
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Methods  of  message  carrying  ■ 

24.  Messages  are  carried  by  : —  ■ 

(i)  Regimental  orderlies  on  foot  (runners),  bicycles,  ■ 

horses  or  motor  cycles  according  to  the  arm  to  I 

which  they  belong.  I 

(ii)  Motor  cycle  despatch  riders  of  the  R.  Signals,  I 

(iii)  Carrier  pigeons,  messenger  dogs  and  rockets,  I 

These  are  only  suitable  for  use  bn  a  long-  I 

established  stationary  front,  or  in  operations  I 

where  the  volume  of  artillerv  fire  makes  all  other  I 

means  impossible.  I 

(iv)  Aircraft  which  may  be  used  in  emergency,  if  I 

available.  I 

25.  When  p6ssible,  in  order  to  efiect  economy,  a  despatch  I 

rid  er  letter  service  (D .  R.L.S . )  is  organized ,  running  periodically  I 

between  headquarters  on  a  pre-arranged  time-table.  The  I 

D.RX.S,  should  be  used  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  I 

reserve  the  other  means  of  communication  for  more  urgent  I 

messages,  I 

26.  When  a  D.R.L.S.  is  in  operation  certain  officers  I 

specified  in  standing  orders  are  authorized  to  send  by  special  1 

despatch  rider  urgent  messages  which  can  neither  be  sent  by  I 

telegraph  nor  wait  for  the  next  D.R.L.S,  nm.  I 

ll 

Liaison  personnel  i 

27.  Officers  and  N.C.Os.  acting  as  liaison  personnel  are  | 

one  of  the  most  useful  means  of  intercommunication,  especially  jji 
in  the  forward  area.  They  are  not  merely  bearers  of  ;; 

messages ;  they  should  be  acquainted  with  the  plans  and  ' 
intentions  of  the  commander  whom  they  serve  and  thus  be  ! 
able  to  amplify  and  explain  any  orders  they  bring  to  j' 

subordinate  commanders.  i 

I 

j 

23.  It  is  also  their  duty,. on  their  return  from  subordinate 
units,  to  be  able  to  give  the  superior  commander  a  clear  ' 
picture  of  the  situation.  Thus  they  must  be  specially 
trained  men ,  on  whose  judgment  and  knowledge  a  commander 
can  reply. 

The  army  postal  service  i 

29,  This  is  responsible  for  the  carriage  of  official  and 
private  correspondence  and  parcels.  It  is  organized  in  a 
base  post  office,  with  L.  of  C.,  corps  and  divisional  postal 
units. 
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5.  Signal  units  and  Begimental  signallers 

1.  E..  Signals  provide  means  of  intercommunication  other 
than  postal,  for  an  army  in  the  field  down  to  the  headquarters 
of  cavalry  regiments,  batteries  and  battahons.  Within  these 
units,  intercommunication  is  carried  out  by  unit  signallers 
and  orderlies  ;  but  where  wireless  communication  is  employed 
by  the  unit,  the  sets  are  maintained,  and  in  some  units 
operated,  by  R.  Signals  personnel. 

2.  Signal  personnel  should  be  given  priority  on  the  roads 
by  other  arms,  since  their  work  is  usually  urgent.  They 
should  not  be  employed  on  other  duties,  except  in  an 
emergency,  or  after  reference  to  a  responsible  signal  officer. 

Signals  are  responsible  for  the  correct  official  time  ,* 
watches  will  be  synchronized  through  signals  before  all 
operations. 

4.  Sigfidl  units, — ^The  establishment  of  each  formation 
includes  a  unit  of  R.  Signals  to  provide  the  intercommunica¬ 
tion  required  by  the  formation  commander.  These  are 
organized  as  follows  : — 

(i)  G.H.Q.  signals. 

(ii)  Line  of  communication  signals. 

(iii)  Corps  signals. 

(iv)  Mobile  division  signals. 

(v)  Divisional  signals. 

(vi)  Anti-aircraft  brigade  signals. 

(vii)  Air  formation  signals. 

Army  field,  medium,  hesivy^  and  Hght  A. A.  regiments. 
Royal  Artillery,  have  signal  sections  which,  though  generally 
attached  to  a  corps  or  divisional  signals,  are  independent 
units. 

Army  Tank  battalion  signal  sections  are  also  independent 
units.  War  estabhshments  should  be  referred  to  for  fuller 
details  of  their  organization. 

5-  Regimental  signaUers. — In  addition  to  the  above 
cavalry  regiments,  batteries,  battalions  and  units  of  the 
Royal  Tank  Corps  have  signallers  or  driver  operators  on 
their  establishment. 

6.  The  following  signal  personnel  wear  a  blue  and  white 
arm  band  : — 

# 

(i)  R.  Signal  officers  and  regimental  signalling  officers. 
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(ii)  N.C.Os.  of  all  arms  in  charge  of  and  employed  in 

signal  offices,  and  N.C.Os.  in  charge  of  battery 
signallers, 

(iii)  Despatch  riders  of  the  R,  Signals  and  motor-cyclists 

of  other  arms  while  employed  on  despatch  riding 
duties. 

(iv)  R.  Signals  personnel  engaged  in  the  construction 

and  maintenance  of  lines, 

6.  Organization  of  intercommunication 

1.  Signal  offices. — In  order  to  co-ordinate  the  various 
means  of  communication,  other  than  the  army  postal  service, 
and  to  ensure  that  messages  are  dealt  with  systematically, 
a  signal  office  is  established  at  the  headquarters  of  every 
fDimation  and  at^'the  headquarters  of  such  units  as  carry 
signallers  on  their  establishment  or  are  provided  with  a 
signal  section.  The  duties  of  the  personnel  of  the  signal 
: fh ces  are  to  receive,  record,  despatch  and  deliver  messages. 
It  is  the  duty  of. the  originator,  not  of  the  signal  personnel,  to 
keep  any  copies  required  of  messages  sent, 

2.  Signal  centres, — ^It  is  sometimes  convenient  temporarily 
to  establish  a  special  signal  office  at  a  point  which  is  not  a 
headquarters,  but  at  which  means  of  communication  with 
two  or  more  headquarters  may  be  concentrated.  Such  an 
office  is  called  a  signal  centre.  After  deployment,  com¬ 
munication  with  the  headquarters  of  subordinate  formations 
and  units  can  often  most  conveniently  be  arranged  by 
means  of  signal  centres-  A  formation  may  establish 
a  signal  centre  at  a  site  to  which  its  headquarters  will  move 
later.  When  the  move  takes  place,  the  signal  centre  becomes 
:he  signal  office  of  that  headquarters. 

3.  Main  arteries. — ^Within  a  formation  the  communications 
from  rear  to  front  are  normally  centred  in  one,  or  possibly 
more,  main  arteries  on  which  are  established  the  signal  offices 
or  signal  centres, 

O  L 

4.  The  system  is  further  developed  and  strengthened  by 
lateral  connections  between  signal  offices  and  centres. 

5.  By  the  general  method  described  above  the  varying 
requirements  are  satisfied.  The  theatre  of  war  becomes 
covered  with  a  network,  which  puts  all  parts  of  a  force  in 
ultimate  touch  with  one  another,  while  it  give.s  the  most 
direct  communication  where  it  is  most  needed.  Dissipation 
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of  effort,  by  providing  special  direct  links  of  communication 
outside  this  general  framework,  must  be  avoided  as  far  as 
possible  ;  but  may  sometimes  be  justified  by  the  importance 
of  the  link  required. 

6.  During  an  ad  Trance  the  higher  formations  push  forward 
their  main  arteries  into  the  area  of  their  subordinate  forma¬ 
tions,  set  up  their  new  signal  offices  or  signal  centres  ready 
for  work,  establish  their  new  laterals  and,  in  short,  do  every¬ 
thing  to  ensure  that  their  headquarters  find  communication 
ready  when  they  move  forward.  To  this  end  it  is  essential 
that  signal  officers  obtain  from  the  general  staff  the  earliest 
possible  information  of  any  move  that  is  contemplated. 

7.  In  the  withdrawal,  headquarters  of  lower  formations 
should  fall  back  along  existing  arteries  and  establish  them¬ 
selves  near  existing  signal  centres  ;  two  or  more  headquarters 
may  be  grouped  on  the  same  artery. 

8.  The  main  artery  system  is  unsuitable  in  any  formation 
covering  a  very  wide  front  with  its  headquarters  well 
forward  ;  nor  is  any  advantage  secured  by  concentrating 
wireless  and  direct  visual  communication  on  a  main  artery. 
The  system  is  therefore  not  generally  applicable  to  mobile 
forces,  which  depend  on  wireless  as  their  principal  means  of 
communication. 

7.  Chain  of  responsibility 

1,  The  following  principles  show  the  chain  of  responsibility 
for  signal  communications 

(i)  The  higher  formation  is  responsible  for  the  pro¬ 

vision  and  maintenance  of  communication  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  next  lower  formation  or  unit. 

(ii)  When  the  lower  formation  has  established  both  an 

advanced  and  a  rear  headquarters,  the  higher 
formation's  responsibility  extends  to  the  former. 
The  lower  formation  is  responsible  for  communica¬ 
tion  between  its  two  headquarters. 

(iii)  Responsibility  for  lateral  communication  is  from 

right  to  left,  each  commander  is  responsible 
for  arranging  communication  with  his  left-hand 
neighbour, 

(iv)  Lateral  communication  by  wnreless  between  two 

subordinate  headquarters  is  normally  pro^dded  by 
the  next  higher  formation. 
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(v)  A  formation  or  unit  is  responsible  for  the  provision 

and  maintenance  of  communication  with  its 
supporting  artillery.  The  artillery  commander, 
however,  must  do  what  he  can  to  assist  in  the 
matter  and  should  occupy  adjacent  headquarters 
whenever  possible¬ 
's 

(vi)  When  army  tank  battalions  are  co-operating  vdth 

infantry,  the  responsibility  for  intercommunica¬ 
tion  rests  primarily  with  the  tank  commander, 
who  is  provided  with  a  wireless  set  for  the 
purpose. 

(vii)  Higher  formations  must  do  all  in  their  power  to 

help  lower  formations  and  so  rciease  their  signal 
units  for  forward  work.  A  higher  formation  will 
frequently  extend  its  lines  forv/ard  beyond  the 
hmit^  of  the  responsibilities  in  preparation  for  an 
advance.  It  may  then  authorise  the  lower 
formations  to  make  use  of  these  lines  until  they 
are  required  by  the  higher  formation. 

(viii)  A  higher  formation  is  responsible  for  the  general 
supervision,  and  co-ordination  where  necessary, 
of  signal  communication  within  lower  formations. 

The  above  principles  do  not  absolve  any  commander  from 
the  duty  of  taking  all  steps  in  his  power  to  provide  the 
jommunications  required  by  the  tactical  situation,  when  for 
:.ny  reason'  it  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  them  in 
accordance  with  these  principles. 


8,  Rules  for  signal  traffic 

1.  Originator, — Any  officer  may  originate  a  message  for 
transmission  by  signals.  It  will  be  accepted  by  . a  signal 
office  provided  that  it  is  legible  and  signed  by  the  originator, 
who  is  responsible  that  it  is  sufficiently  urgent  to  justify 
its  despatch  by  signals  and  not  by  post. 

2.  Drafting  of  messages. — All  messages  will  be  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  for  drafting  messages  on  Army 
Form  C.212S  Appendix  II,  Sec.  V). 

3.  Priority, — Messages  are  sent  in  the  order  in  wffiicli  they 
are  handed  in  unless  a  special  degree  of  priority  is  indicated 
by  the  originator. 
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They  will  be  classified  in  accordance  with  their  relative 
urgency  as  follows  :■ — 

(i)  — (a)  Most  immediate  ; 

(&)  Emergency  operations, 

(ii)  — (ij)  Immediate. 

(&)  Meteor  immediate.  ^ 

(iii)  Important. 

(iv)  Other  ^official  messages. 

(v)  Private  messages,  if  they  are  to  be  accepted. 

Precedence  of  despatch  for  messages  franked  in  the  same 
way  will  be  according  to  the  time  of  their  receipt  by  signals. 

4.  "  Most  immediate.*^ — Only  a  commander-in-chief  or 
his  chief  general  staff  officer  will  frank  a  message  in  this  way. 
It  will  be  reserved  for  occasions  of  vital  urgency  ;  it  not  only 
gives  absolute  priority  of  despatch  on  army  signal  systems,  but 
on  those  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  Royal  Air  Force,  and  on  those 
controlled  by  the  civil  administration. 

5.  Emergency  operations.*' — This  indication  wdll  be  used 
only  for  messages  of  the  utmost  importance  having  a  direct 
bearing  on  operations. 

6.  "  Immediate.*' use  of  this  indication  will  be 
limited  to  messages  the  speed  of  which  is  of  special  importance, 
as  otherwise  its  purpose  will  be  defeated.  In  urgent  cases 
any  officer  may  frank  a  message  as  "  immediate "  but,- 
if  unauthorized  to  do  so,  he  will  be  held  responsible  that  the 
urgency  is  sufficient  to  justify  his  action, 

6a.  Meteor  messages  are  messages  containing  meteoro¬ 
logical  statistics  which  assist  accurate  shooting,  and  as 
such,  afiect  principally  the  R.A.  Most  of  their  value  is  lost 
unless  they  are  received  quickly.  The  originator  of  a 
meteor  message  will  insert  **  Meteor  Immediate "  in  the 
Originator's  instructions  space  on  the  message  form,  and  it 
will  have  the  same  priority  as  other  ''  immediate  ”  messages 
during  transmission  by  signals. 

7.  Important.'* — This  indication  will  be  used  for  those 
messages  which  require  priority  above  ordinary  official 
messages,  such  as  signal  messages  dealing  lAuth  the  working 
of  the  signal  system.  Signal  officers  are  authorized  to  frank 
messages  in  this  way. 

8.  “  Priority  lists P — Lists  of  officers  authorized  to  frank 
**  emergency  operations/'  “  immediate  and  "  important  “ 
messages  will  be  prepared  by  the  general  staff  and  published 
in  routine  orders. 

Officers  on  these  lists  entitled  to  send  "  immediate  " 
messages  may  demand  a  special  despatch  rider  and  may  also 
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make  priority  telephone  calls.  Such  calls  take  precedence 
over  all  other  waiting  calls,  but  a  conversation  in  progress  will 
not  be  interrupted  for  them, 

For  authority  in  connection  with  priority  lists  to  use  R/T 
behind  divisional  headquarters,  see  Sec.  9,  2,  ii  (a). 

9.  Private  mesmges. — When  private  messages  are  to  be 
accepted,  special  fcstructions  for  their  disposal  will  be  issued 
in  routine  orders.  Such  messages  will  ahvays  take  precedence 
after  ordinary  official  traffic, 

10,  Acknowledgment.^Th.^  stafi  at  a  headquarters  will 
make  their  own  arrangements  for  checking  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  any  messages  which  the  addressees  have  been  ordered 
to  acknowledge. 

d.  Signal  security 

1.  Wireless  security. — All  messages  sent  by  wireless 
(W/T  and  R/X)  liable  to  interception  by  an  enemy. 
The  approximate  position  of  a  wireless  station  can  also 
be  determined  by  an  enemy  using  direction -finding 
apparatus. 

The  following  precautions  may  therefore  be  necessary  to 
obtain  wireless  security. 

i.  The  use  of  cipher  for  W  /T  and  restriction  in  the  use 

of  R/T. 

ii.  I'he  periodical  changing  of  wireless  frequencies  and 

call  signs. 

iii.  Wireless  silence. 

2,  Although  messages  may  be  intercepted,  an 
interval  must  always  elapse  before  the  enemy  can  act  on 
the  information  received.  This  interval  will  be  the  greater 
the  more  mobile  and  fluid  operations  become  and  will 
correspondingly  diminish  as  operations  tend  to  slow  up 
and  become  static.  Hence  the  sending  of  W/T  messages 
in  clear  and  the  free  use  of  R/T  are  justifled  in  mobile 
operations.  The  rules  given  below  should  be  given  common 
sense  application. 

i.  Wireless  telegraphy. 

(a)  Messages  by  W  /T  will  normally  be  sent  in  cipher. 
All  headquarters  in  the  field  which  may  require 
to  use  cipher  are  provided  with  the  means  of 
enciphering  and  deciphering  messages.  The  use 
of  any  unauthorized  cipher  is  forbidden. 

(&)  In  rear  of  and  between  brigade  headquarters, 
messages  may  be  franked  to  be  sent  AS 
WRITTEN  by  officers  authorized  to  frank 
“  immediate  ''  messages,  when  speed  is  vital  and 
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it  is  considered  that  the  enemy  cannot  take 
effective  action  on  the  message  if  intercepted. 

(c)  In  front  of  brigade  headquarters,  messages  dealing 
with  operations  in  progress,  when  contact  with 
the  enemy  has  been  made,  may  be  franked  by 
any  ofheer  to  be  sent  AS  WRITTEN'. 

a,  J^adio  tehphony  * 

(а)  In  rear  of  and  between  divisional  headquarters,  R/T 

may  be  used  only  by  officers  authorized  to  frank 
emergency  operations  "  messages. 

(б)  In  front  of  divisional  headquarters,  all  officers 

may  use  R/T,  provided  that  they  observe  the 
precautions  observed  below. 

(c)  The  use  of  R/T  requires  considerable  attention 
and  practice  to  avoid  giving  away  valuable 
information  by  the  careless  mention  of  times,  places 
and  names  of  units.  The  danger  can  be  largely 
overcome  by  thinking  out  the  wording  of  the 
message,  and  making  notes  of  it,  before  starting 
a  conversation.  References  to  the  paragraphs 
of  orders  and  instructions  give  nothing  away  and 
should  be  used  where  possible.  Pre-arranged 
code  words  and  phrases  may  be  employed  to 
describe  positions  and  actions.  Conversations 
should  be  kept  as  short  as  possible. 

3.  WireUss  silence,- — A  commander  who  is  anxious  to 
conceal  the  dispositions  and  movements  of  his  troops  will  , 
risk  the  loss  of  surprise  unless  he  is  prepared  to  impose 
complete  or  partial  wireless  silence.  No  fixed  rules  can  be 
given  since  the  importance  of  secrecy  must  be  weighed 
against  the  need  for  control  and  information,  but  as  a 
general  guide  wireless  silence  should  be  observed  by  ail  except 
the  following  : — 

{])  Reconnaissance  troops  and  aircraft  when  no  other 
effective  means  of  communication  are  available. 
The  unit  or  formation  headquarters  recei\dng 
such  wireless  messages  will  acknowledge  them  by 
wireless  and  may  ask  for  any  necessarv  correc¬ 
tions,  but  this  does  not  permit  the  full  use  of  its 
wireless. 

(il)  A  unit  or  formation  headquarters,  when  its  for^vard 
elements  are  in  contact  with  enemy  troops  and 
it  is,  itself,  exercising  tactical  control  of  operations. 

(iii)  A  unit  or  formation  in  extreme  urgency,  when  no 
other  effective  means  of  conimunication  are 
available. 
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iv.  In  static  conditions  when  the  location  of  our  troops 
is  already  known  to  the  enemy,  although  the  use 
of  wireless  may  not  be  required  for  communication 
purposes,  it  is  necessary  to  exercise  ^vireless  to 
keep  stalls  and  detachments  in  training.  Periods 
of  wdreless  activity  should  be  co-ordinated  by 
formaMons  with  periods  of  wireless  silence,  at 
irregular  intervals,  and  the  location  of  sets  should 
be  varied. 

^  The  orders  of  a  commander  in  the  matter  of  wireless 
silence  are  often  better  conveyed  in  the  form  of  an  operation 
instruction  than  in  an  operation  order. 

4.  Wireless  frequencies  and  call  signs. — -Frequencies  and 
call  signs  must  be  changed  periodically  and  always  wffien 
code  names  are  changed. 

5.  Security  of  line  telegraphy  and  telephony, — In  certain 
circumstances,  mainly  in  those  of  position  warfare,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  the  enemy  will  be  equipped  with  means 
for  overhearing  telegraph  and  telephone  traffic  on  lines  in 
front  of  divisional  headquarters.  The  general  staff  will  then 
notify  that  a  danger  zone  exists  in  a  divisional  area. 

In  a  danger  zone,  line  telegraph  communications  will  be 
limited  to  those  which  can  by  technical  means  be  rendered 
immune  from  overhearing,  and  instructions  will  be  issued 
limiting  the  use  of  the  telephone. 

0.  Security  of  despatch  riders, — If  messages  by  despatch 
rider  are  liable  to  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  the  general 
stafi  v/Ul  give  the  necessary  warning  to  signals.  Escorts  may 
have  to  be  arranged. 

7.  Code  Formations  and  units  are  allotted  code 

names  by  the  general  staff,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Appendix  VI.  Within  divisions,  armoured 
divisions  and  corps  medium  artillery'',  code  names  wdll  be 
used  in  the  addresses  and  texts  of  all  written  messages 
except  the  following  when  the  authorized  abbreviations  will 
be  used  : — 

^lessages  ,  originated  at  headquarters  of  divisions  and 
ermoured  divisions,  and  corps  medium  artillery,  and  addressed 
nly  to  units,  and  formations  in  rear,  or  to  the  headquarters 
'd  other  divisions,  or  corps  medium  artillery. 

In  radio  telephony  code  names  will  always  be  used. 

In  line  telephony,  when  a  danger  zone  has  been  notified, 
coze  names  will  be  used  when  either  speaker  is  in  front  of 
-Uvisional  headquarters. 

[393/5566)  ^  g 
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10.  Organisation  of  wireless  communication 

1.  Allotment  of  wave  frequencies. — Subject  to  any  general 
directions  as  to  policy  or  any  special  requirements  laid  down 
by  the  general  staff,  the  allotment  of  frequencies  for  use  by 
the  army  and  by  the  R.A.F*  component  is  ^controlled  by  the 
signal  of&cer-in-chief.  He  will  allot  blocks  of  frequencies  to 
ail  formations  which  come  directly  under  G.H.Q.,  to  line  of 
communication  and  G.I-LQ.  signals,  as  well  as  those  required 
by  the  air  officer  commanding  for  communication  with  army 
co-operation  wings  and  air  formations  directly  under  air 
force  headquarters. 

2.  Signal  officers  of  lower  formations,  on  receipt  of  a  block 
of  frequencies,  will  make  their  own  sub-allotments.  The 
chief  signal  officer  of  a  corps  will  allot  sub-blocks  to  officers 
commanding  divisional  and  corps  signals,  and  mil  allot 
frequencies  to  the  army  co-operation  wing  for  point  to  point 
wireless  communication  at  wing  and  squadron  headquarters, 
and  for  tactical  reconnaissance  purposes.  For  artillery 
reconnaissance,  he  will,  in  consultation  with  the  C.C.R.A., 
allot  frequencies  for  both  corps  and  divisional  artillery.  The 
C.C.R.A.  will  issue  the  allotment  through  artillery  channels. 

3.  Allotment  of  call  signs. — ^The  allotment  of  call  signs 
requires  the  same  co-ordiuation  as  frequencies  and  is  therefore 
made  under  the  instructions  of  the  signal  officer-in-cbief. 
As  it  is  bound  up,  however,  with  other  security  questions,  it 
is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  general  staff. 

4.  Call  signs  for  use  by  the  R.A.F,  component  of  an  army 
in  the  field  are  allotted  by  the  army.  For  weless  call  signs 
to  be  used  in  communication  whth  army  co-operation  aircraft 
see  Section  11,  10. 

5.  Grouping  of  wireless  stations. — K  number  of  wireless 
stations  working  together  on  one  frequency  is  called  a  group, 
A  group  of  two  stations  resembles,  in  traffic  capacity,,  two 
L/T  terminals  at  the  ends  of  a  line,  subject  to  the  delay 
imposed  by  cipher.  A  route  of  several  wires  can  be  replaced 
by  an  equivalent  number  of  pairs  of  wireless  stations,  if 
frequencies  are  available. 

6.  If  there  are  more  than  two  stations  in  a  group,  only 
one  can  transmit  at  a  time,  and  messages  from  any  one  of 
the  group  are  received  simultaneously  by  all  the  others. 
Such  an  arrangement  is  often  useful  for  transmittiug  multiple 
addressed  messages.  The  traffic  capacity,  however,  dimi¬ 
nishes  as  the  number  of  stations  in  the  group  increases. 
A  group  of  three  stations,  one  at  a  formation's  headquarters 
and  one  at  each  of  tw^o  subordinate  headquarters,  should 
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work  satisfactorily.  Such  a  group  should  have  a  fair  traffic 
capacity,  and  at  the  same  time  provides  lateral  communica¬ 
tion  between  subordinate  formations. 

7.  In  mobile  formations  and  units.  Targe  groups  are  often 
necessary.  This  requires  a  very  high  degree  of  training 
among  operators  and  among  officers  using  R/T,  In  such 
formations  and  units  the  sending  of  orders  and  information 
by  officers  by  R/T  will  be  the  normal  practice,  and  it  is 
therefore  essential  that  these  officers  should  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  procedure  for  using  R/T  in  a  group  of 
stations. 

11.  Intercommunication  between  aircialt  and  army 

formations  and  units 

General 

1.  The  normal  method  of  intercommunication  betwreen 
aircraft  and  the  ground  is  by  wireless,  either  in  the  form  of 
W/T  or  R/T  or  of  a  combination  of  both.  In  the  event  of 
wireless  failure,  and  in  certain  other  circumstances,  aircraft 
can  signal  to  the  ground  by  means  of  pyrotechnics  and  can  also 
drop  and  pick  up  messages.  Communication  from  ground  to 
air  can  be  established  by  means  of  ground  indicators,  ground 
strips  and  identification  signals  {see  paras.  11  and  12,  below). 

2.  Bomber  aircraft  of  the  air  component  are  equipped  with 
two'-vvay  W/T  by  means  of  which  they  can  maintain  com¬ 
munication  with  the  ground  while  engaged  in  reconnaissance. 
Their  ground  station  will  be  either  at  the  squadron  aerodrome 
or  at  the  headquarters  of  an  air  force  formation,  as  decided  by 
the  air  officer  commanding. 

3.  Fighter  aircraft  of  the  air  component  communicate  by 
means  of  R/T  with  each  other  in  the  air  and  with  their  own 
R/T  station  on  the  ground.  Fighters  do  not  normally  com¬ 
municate  in  the  air  with  any  army  formation. 

4.  Army  co-operation  aircraft  are  equipped  with  one  set 
capable  of  working  either  W /T  or  R/T,  The  normal  procedure 
for  tactical  reconnaissance,  however,  is  for  all  messages  from 
the  air  to  ground  to  be  transmitted  by  W/T  and  for  R/T  to  be 
employed  for  ground  to  air  communication — except  for 
operating' signals  and  acknowledgments,  which  will  be  sent  b}^ 
W/T.  Ground  stations  for  tactical  reconnaissance  consist  of 
R.A.F.  wireless  tenders  capable  of  working  both  W/T  and 
R/T  and  located  at  the  headquarters  of  formations  controlling 
reconnaissance,  to  enable  the  general  staff  to  receive  reports 
with  the  minimum  delay  and,  if  necessary,  to  send  messages 
to  pilots  in  the  air. 
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5,  The  R.A.F,  wireless  tenders  for  commumcation  with 
tactical  reconnaissance  aircraft  are  organized  in  a  corps  pool 
at  army  co-operation  wing  headquarterSi  the  basis  being 
tw’O  for  each  squadron  and  one  spare,  and  they  are  allotted  in 
operation  orders  to  subordinate  army  formations  according  to 
circumstances.  In  addition  to  the  control  tender  at  a  forma¬ 
tion  headquarters  which  is  controlling  reconnaissance,  listening 
tenders  may  be  allotted  to  subordinate  formations  to  intercept 
messages  from  and  to  the  reconnaissance  aircraft. 

In  normal  circumstances  these  listening  tenders  will  not 
transmit  messages  to  the  aircraft,  but  one  should  be  detailed 
as  "  stand-by  control  to  assume  control  in  the  event  of 
failure  by  the  original  control  tender  to  maintain  com¬ 
munication, 

6,  Messages  by  W/T  from  air  to  ground  are  sent  in  the 
reconnaissance  code  {see  Appendix  III),  but  messages  by  R/T 
to  aircraft  are  sent  in  clear.  The  receipt  of  messages  by  the 
pilot  absorbs  a  considerable  amount  of  his  time  and  attention, 
and  thereby  minimizes  the  value  of  his  reconnaissance,  and 
such  messages  should  therefore  be  as  brief  as  possible  and 
confined  to  matters  of  urgent  importance.  It  ^\il]  often  be 
preferable  for  the  general  stafi  to  order  a  special  reconnais¬ 
sance  rather  than  to  transmit  a  long  message  gi^d^g  a  pilot 
in  the  air  a  fresh  task. 

In  no  case  will  formations  or  units  of  our  owm  troops  be  * 
referred  to  in  W/T  or  R/T  messages  between  ground  and  air, 

7,  Certain  armoured  fighting  vehicles  are  able  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  tactical  reconnaissance  aircraft  by  means  of  their 
own  R  /T  and  W /T  equipment.  This  enables  communication 
to  be  maintained  between  aircraft  and  the  headquarters  of  a 
mobile  formation,  when  for  any  reason  a  R,A-F.  wireless 
tender  cannot  be  attached  to  that  headquarters. 

S.  Artillery  reconnaissance  communications  from  the  air  is 
by  W /T,  which  is  operated  by  the  pilot,  targets  being  described 
and  observations  of  fire  reported  by  code,  Artiller^^  head¬ 
quarters  and  certain  batteries  are  prorided  with  W/T 
receivers,  known  as  battery  ground  stations  and  manned  by 
R.A.F,  operators,  but  commumcation  from  ground  to  air  is 
normally  Umited  to  code  signals  made  by  ground  strips.  The 
codes  used  in  both  methods  are  a  part  of  the  combined  opera¬ 
tions  artillery  observation  code  (short  title- — bombardment 
code). 

When  it  is  considered  necessary  for  an  artillery  commander 
to  communicate  with  an  artillery  reconnaissance  pilot  in  the 
air,  he  can  do  so  by  R/T,  provided  that  one  of  the  R.A.F. 
wireless  tenders  in  the  corps  pool  is  placed  at  his  disposal  for 
this  purpose. 


23 


For  observation  of  special  shoots  at  long  range  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  aircraft  may  be  by  W/T  or  R/T  and  the  necessary 
transmitting  apparatus  will  be  made  available  by  the  R.A.F. 
at  the  artillery  unit  or  headquarters  concerned. 

9,  Message  dropping  and  picking-up  may  be  employed  in 
the  following  circumstances  : — 

(i)  Failure  of  wireless  communication. 

(ii)  To  co-operate  with  a  force  to  which  a  R.A.F,  wire¬ 

less  tender  cannot  be  allotted. 

(iii)  To  enable  secret  information  to  be  passed  between 

the  pilot  and  the  formation  concerned. 

(iv)  To  pass  messages  which  are  too  long  to  be  sent  by 

wireless. 

(v)  For  intercommunication  betw^een  a  formation  head¬ 

quarters  and  the  air  intelligence  liaison  section 

when  no  telephone  commumcation  or  advanced 

landing  ground  is  available, 

(vi)  In  wooded  or  mountainous  country  ;  but  it  may  be 

difficult  to  find  suitable  sites  for  picking  -  up 

'  stations. 

The  disadvantages  of  this  method  of  communication  are 
that  it  wastes  a  considerable  amount  of  the  pilot's  time  which 
might  othenvise  be  used  in  observation,  and  the  aircraft,  in 
picking-up  and  dropping  the  messages,  may  give  away  the 
position  of  the  headquarters. 

The  operation  of  message  dropping  and  picking-up  stations 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  signal  officer  at  the  headquarters 
concerned. 

10.  Wireless  frequencies  and  call'  signs r — ^All  wireless  fre¬ 
quencies  and  call  signs  for  use  both  by  army  formations  and 
units  and  by  air  force  units  will  be  allotted,  and  periodically 
changed,  by  the  army  signal  officer-in -chief  after  consultation 
with  the  senior  air  force  signals  officer.  Allotment  will  be  by 
blocks  to  subordinate  formations,  wffiich  will  arrange  for  sub- 
allotment  either  of  blocks  or  of  individual  frequencies  and  call 
signs. 

The  call  signs  allotted  to  air  force  units  and  to  army  forma¬ 
tions  and  units  for  communication  with  aircraft  are  as 
follows  : — 

(i)  Each  army  co-operation  squadron  will  be  allotted  a 
single  letter  call  sign  for  W/T  or  R/T  and  the 
squadron  commander  will  allot  a  personal  number 
to  each  pilot.  The  call  sign  for  an  individual  air¬ 
craft  will  therefore  consist  of  a  letter-figure  group. 
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(ii)  Military  formations  and  such  units  as  are  required  to 
communicate  with  aircraft  wiil  be  allotted  two- 
letter  call  signs.  These  will  constitute  the  call 
sign  of  the  formation  or  unit  for  use  with  W/T, 
E./T  or  dropped  message  and  they  wdll  also  be 
used  for  display  beside  the  formation  ground 
indicator  to  show  the  position  of  headquarters 
when  called  for  by  the  aircraft,  R.A.F,  wireless 
tenders  and  battery  ground  stations  adopt  the 
two-letter  call  sign  of  the  army  formation  or 
artillery  headquarters  or  unit  to  which  they  are 
attached. 

(hi)  In  addition  to  the  two  letter  call  signs  allotted  to 
artillery  formations  and  units  under  (ii),  above, 
two-letter  call  signs  will  also  be  allotted  for  use  in 
each  artillery  reconnaissance  area, 

(iv)  All  air  force  point-to-point  wireless  stations  will  be 
given  call  signs  consisting  of  three  letters. 

The  four  letter-code  names  used  by  army  wireless  stations 
as  R/T  call  signs  are  not  employed  in  communicating  with 
aircraft. 

■ 

11,  Ground  indicators. — ^The  shapes  of  ground  indicators 
used  for  different  formations  are  shown  below.  They  wiil  be 
displayed  as  required,  together  with  the  two-letter  formation 
call  sign,  so  that  they  can  be  read  from  the  direction  of  the 
enemy. 

The  visual  signal  used  by  aircraft  to  ask  for  the  display  of 
ground  indicators  and  call  signs  will  be  a  series  of  green 
pyrotechnic  signals. 


(no  call  sign  necessary) 
i.  Corps. 
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(with  call  sign) 

ii.  Armoured  {or  Cavalry)  Division 


(with  call  sign) 

iii.  Armoured  {or  Cavalry)  Brigade 


(with  can  sign) 
iv.  Army  Tank  Brigade 
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(with  call  sign) 

V*  Army  Tank  Battalion 


(with  call  sign) 

vi.  Armoured  {or  Cavalry)  Begiment 


(with  call  sign) 
vih  Division 


(with  call  sign) 
viii.  Infantry  Brigade 


(with  call  sign) 
i:c.  Armoured  Car  Regiment 


xi*  Infantry  Battalion 


xii.  Divisional  Reconnaissance  Battalion 


(393/,55G6) 
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12.  Recognition  signals  used  by  aircraft  when  specially 
employed  in  the  location  of  our  own  troops 

i.  T.he  pilot  will  call  for  flares  or  other  identification 

signals  from  the  forward  troops  by  firing  a 
succession  of  white  pyrotechnic  signals. 

ii.  Troops  on  the  ground  will  indicate  theh  position  to  the 

aircraft  when  so  called  by  one  of  the  following 
means  : — 

(ii)  Lighting  flares, 

(5>j  Flashing  signal  lamps* 

(;:)  Flashing  tin  discs  in  the  sun. 

(if)  Displaying  ground  strips. 

The  means  to  be  employed  will  be  previouslv  notified  in 
Orders.  '  ,  ^ 


APPENDIX  I 

ADMIKISTFATIVE  MATTERS  WHICH  MAY  REQUIRE 
CONSIDERATION  IN  THE  PREPARATION  OF 
OPERATION  ORDERS  OR  ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDERS. 

The  matters  in  the  following  table  may  have  to  be  con- ' 
sidered  in  the  preparation  of  the  administrative  paragraphs 
of  operation  orders^  ox  in  separate  administrative  orders  when 
such  are  issued.  Several  of  them  concern  the  orders  of  higher 
formations  only  (Armies,  Corps  or  Divisions),  Adminis¬ 
trative,  like  other  orders,  should  be  as  concise  as  possible,  and 
should  include  only  such  matter  as  is  essential  for  the  purpose 
in  view. 

Matters  of  routine  which  are  normally  dealt  mth  in  standing 
orders  are  not  included  in  the  table. 

A-Ccommodaiion  Administrative  areas  \  billeting  arrange¬ 
ments  ;  enclosures  for  prisoners  of  war. 

Ammunition  , .  Railheads  ;  refilling  points  ;  ammunition 

points  ;  special  arrangements  for  advance 
or  withdrawal ;  location  and  stocks  of 
temporary  depots  ;  responsibility^  and 
labour  for  working  depots  ;  accountancy 
instructions. 

Note, — If  an  allotment  of  rounds  for 
each  gun  is  made  or  a  limit  set  to  expendi¬ 
ture,  instructions  for  this  are  issued  by  the 
general  staE  after  consultation  with  the 
administrative  branches  of  the  staff. 
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Baggage 
Captured  areas 


Engineer 

services 


Medical 

services 


Ordnance 

services^ 


Provost  and 
traffic. 


Supplies. 


Veterinary 

services. 


Meeting  points  ;  arrangements  for  distribu¬ 
tion  and  collection. 

Administration  of  area  ;  control  of  civilians  ; 
examination  of  water  supplies  ;  sanitary 
precautions  ;  disposal  of  captured  docu¬ 
ments. 

Provision  of  water  facilities  j  special  allot¬ 
ment  of  tools  and  engineers  materials; 
location  and  stocks  of  reserves  of  engineer 
stores  ;  provision  and  erection  of  sign¬ 
boards. 

Location  of  regimental  aid  posts,  advanced 
and  main  dressing  stations,  casualty 
clearing  stations  and  ambulance  railhead  ; 
location  of  collecting  posts  and  car  posts  ; 
arrangements  for  walking  wounded  ; 
provision  of  additional  stretchers  ;  special 
sanitary  precautions. 

Railheads  :  location  of  ordnance  field 
parks  ;  position  and  allotment  of  mobile 
workshops  ;  light  aid  detachments  and 
L.  of  C.  Recovery  Sections  ;  issue  of  any 
special  stores  or  anti-gas  appliances ; 
arrangements  regarding  army  and  corps 
ammunition  reserves. 

Traffic  control  ;  restrictions  as  to  use  of 
lights  at  night ;  collection  and  disposal 
of  battle  stragglers  and  prisoners  of  war  ; 
arrangements  for  dealing  with  refugees. 

Location  and  times  for  railheads  ;  refilling 
points  ;  meeting  points.;  special  issues  ; 
reserves;  special  arrangements  for  petrol; 
location  of  depots  or  temporary  dumps. 

Railheads  ;  location  of  mobile  veterinary 
sections  and  veterinary  evacuation 
stations. 
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APPENDED  H 

RULES  FOR  DRAFTING  ORDERS,  INSTRUCTIONS, 
REPORTS  AND  MESSAGES,  ■ 

L  Gfenera! 

1,  Except  when  code  names  are  used,  units  and  forma- 
tions  win  be  described  by  the  authorised  abbreviations  ; 
ordinal  numbers  written  as  words  wiU  be  used  to  denote 
armies,  e,g.  First  (Second,  etc.)  Army,  Cardinal  numbers 
{written  as  figures)  will  be  used  to  denote  particular  forma¬ 
tions  or  units  {e.g.  1  Div.  [1st  Division],  2  R,W,K,  [2nd 
Battalion  The  Ro^'al  West  Kent  Regt,]).  Otherwise, 
numbers  will  be  ■written  as  w^ords,  e.g.  : 

"  Two  med  btys  are  placed  under  the  command  ^f  3  div,'" 

When  it  is  desired  to  refer  to  a  unit  or  formation  from 
wliicli  a  portion  is  excluded,  the  unit  or  formation  vdU  be 
named  and  the  words  '*  less  ,  ,  ,  "  used,  e.g,  : 

2  Div  less  two  inf  bdes.^' 

"  1  RF  less  two  coys,” 

2,  Officers  are  not  expected  to  memorize  all  the  authorized 
abbreviations,  but  abbreviations  other  than  those  authorized 
will  be  used  only  when  no  authorized  abbreviation  exists, 
and  it  is  not  possible  that  the  abbreWation  will  be  misunder¬ 
stood. 

The  writer  of  an  order,  report,  etc.,  must  exercise  judgment 
ill  the  use  of  abbreviations  and  avoid  those  with  which  the 
addressee  is  unlikely  to  be  familiar. 

3,  Place,  personal,  code  and  regimental  names,  and  the 
word  ”  NOT  "  should  always  be  written  in  block  capitals.  * 

4,  Indefinite  terms  such  as  ”  dawn,”  "  dusk,”  should 
never  be  used  ;  conditional  terms  such  as  "as  soon  as 
possible,”  "  should,”  “  may  ”  are  dangerous  in  an  order  or 
instructions,  and  will  only  be  used  when  it  is  not  possible  to 
bs  definite. 

5,  Unless  otherwise  stated,  the  time  and  place  of  arrival  of 
a  body  of  troops  refer  to  the  head  of  the  main  body. 


n.  Da£e 

L  All  orders,  instructions,  reports  and  messages  must  be 
dated.  Dates  will  be  written  in  the  form  “  3  Sep  36,”  and 
not  in  the  numeral  form  "  3/9/36.” 

The  names  of  months  vnll  be  abbreviated  by  the  use  of  the 
first  three  letter's. 
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In  using  the  message  form  (A.F.  C2123)  neither  the 
month  nor  the  year  will  be  inserted  in  the  date  space,  which 
is  for  the  day  of  the  month  only. 

2.  A  night  will  be  described  by  both  dates  over  which  the 
night  extends,  e.g,  : 

"  night  29/30  Sep  ” 

"  night  30  Sep/T  Oct  ” 

ni.  Time 

1.  Time  will  be  described  by  reference  to  the  24-hour 
clock.  Groups  of  four  figures  followed  by  "  hrs  ”  will  be 
used.  The  first  two  figures  represent  the  hour  and  the  last 
two  the  minutes  past  the  hour. 

Example  (Pate — 3  Sep). 

"  0001  hrs  ”  :  one  minute  past  midnight,  night  2/3  Sep. 

"  0900  hrs  ”  :  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

"  1200  hrs  ”  :  noon. 

"  1635  hrs  ”  :  twenty-five  minutes  to  five  in  the  after¬ 
noon, 

"  2400  hrs  ”  :  midnight  3/4  Sep, 

The  abbreviation  "  hrs  ”  will  not  be  used  in  the  ”  Time  of 
origin  "  space  on  the  message  form  {A.F.  C2128), 

2,  When  plans  are  being  drawn  up  which  are  to  be  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  a  time-table,  it  will  be  usual  to  base 
the  timings  on  a  time  known  as  ”  zero  hour  ”  ;  this  enables 
arrangements  to  be  made  in  detail  without  the  necessity  of 
fixing  or  disclosing,  until  it  is  convenient  to  do  so,  the  actual 
moment  when  the  operation  will  begin.  It  will  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  commander  who  issues  the  orders  for  an 
operation  to  define  what  constitutes  zero  hour  for  that 
pLticular  operation :  in  attack  it  \rill  normally  be  the  hour, 
at  which  the  leading  troops  of  the  attack  cross  their  starting 
line.  Zero  hour  will  be  described  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  in  para.  1,  above.  Any  action  to  be  taken  before  zero 
hour  will  be  timed  as  "  zero  minus  (so  many  minutes)  ”  ; 
action  after  zero  hour  will  be  timed  as  "  zero  plus  (so  many 

Mf  7 

- 

3, _ h  In  communication  between  units  (including  inter- 

g0];-Yice  communication)  in  the  same  time-keeping  aiea,  the 
local  time  of  the  area  will  be  used  both  for  times  of  origin 
and  times  occurring  in  the  subject-matter  of  a  message. 
Times  will  not  be  followed  by  the  group  LT. 

ii.  In  communicating  with  any  authority  that  is  in  a 
time-keeping  area,  or  whose  whereabouts  are  not 
known,  G.M,T.  will  be  used  for  all  purposes,  and  all  times  in 


the  subject-matter  and  time  of  origin  will  be  followed  by  the 
group  GMT.  This  method  will  be  used  in  all  cases  when 
any  possible  doubt  may  arise  as  to  the  recipient  understanding 
references  to  local  time,  and  is  applicable  in  peace  and 
war  except  for  a  specially  planned  combined  operation  for 
which  special  instructions  are  issued  . 

IV*  Place 

1 .  The  name  of  a  place  at  which  a  headquarters  is  situated 
or  from  or  to  which  a  message  is  despatched  will  never  be 
given  unless  it  is  essential  to  ensure  correct  transmission  or 
deliver^q  or  to  make  the  sense  plain. 

2.  Names  of  places  will  be  written  in  block  capitals,  thus — 
LONDON,  exactly  as  spelt  on  the  maps  in  use.  If  more  than 
one  place  of  the  same  name  exists,  misunderstanding  as  to 
which  is  meant  must  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  a  map  reference. 

3.  If  a  map  is  referred  to,  the  one  used  must  be  specified 
unless,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  sender,  no  confusion  can  arise 
by  the  omission  of  the  information.  When  a  map  is  specified, 
its  description  will  be  given  nnder  the  heading  of  an  order, 
instruction  or  report,  and  at  the  beginning  of  a  message, 
e.g.  "  Reference  1-inch  O.S.  Sheet  114  (WINDSOR)." 

4.  Points  will  be  described  either  by  co-ordinates  (if  a 
squared  or  gridded  map  is  available)  ;  or  by  gi\nng  the 
distance  and  direction  from  some  easily  found  reference 
point,  e.g.  : 

"  Cross  roads  i  mile  SW  of  HASELEY." 

“  Cross  roads  true  bearing  225°  from  HASELEY 
CHURCH." 

“  Cross  roads  J  mile  SW  of  second  E  in  (NOT  "  of  ") 
HASELEY  "  (the  letter  referred  to  being  under¬ 
lined  except  in  messages  to  be  transmitted  by 
signal  in  'which  the  underlining  of  individual 
letters  of  a  word  cannot  be  transmitted). 

The  use  of  co-ordinates  enables  a  point  to  be  described 
with  great  exactitude,  but  takes  up  time  both  in  writing  and 
reading,  and  introduces  a  considerable  possibility  cf  error  ; 
description  by  means  of  a  reference  point,  as  above,  is  often 
to  be  preferred. 

5.  The  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass  will  be 

written  in  full  abbreviations  with  the  letters  "  N,"  S," 

"  E  "  and  "  W  "  being  used  to  denote  intermediate  points, 

t 

"  South  of  HASELEY  "  not  "  S  of  HASELEY." 

"  SW  of  HASELEY  "  not  South-West  of  HASELEY." 
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6.  Roads  will  be  indicated  by  place  names  on  them,  care 
being  taken  to  name  sufficient  places  to  ensure  that  the  road 
intended  is  followed.  The  Tvord  "  road^" 

follow,  the  place  names,  e.g.  road  BAGSHOi-t^M- 
BERLEY,"  hot  "  BAGSHOT-CAMBERLEY  road.  Rail¬ 
ways  may  be  similarly  described  . 

7.  An  area  will  be  described  by  taking  the  northernmost 
point  first,  and  giving  the  remaining  points  in  clockwise 

Positions  will  be  described  from  right  to  left  looking 
towards  the  enemy, 

8.  Boundaries,  if  generally  parallel  to  the  line  of  advance 
or  withdrawal,  will  be  described  from  rear  to  front  in  advance, 
and  from  front  to  rear  in  defence  and  withdrawal.  If 
generally  parallel  to  the  front  line,  they  will  be  described  from 

^^^In  detailing  boundaries  bet'^vcen  units  and  formations,  the 
words  "  inclusive  "  or  "  exclusive,"  abbreviated  to  "  mcl.' 
or  “  excl  "  win  be  used.  These  words  should  be  written 
before  the  place  to  which  they  refer.  A  locality  will  be 
described  as  inclusive  or  exclusive  to  the  umt  or  formation  to 
which  the  writer  belongs,  rather  than  as  exclusi'v  e  or  inclusive 

operation  order,  it  is  usually  convenient  to  place  all 
details  of  boundaries,  including — -so  far  as  necessary^those 
laid  down  by  a  higher  formation,  in  the  "  Method  para- 
graps  [see  Sec.  3,  4). 

9.  River  banks  may  be  described  as  "  right  or  left, 
it  being  assumed  that  the  writer  is  facing  downstream. 

10.  The  terms  "  right  "  and  "  left  "  applied  to  our  own 
forces  in  retirement  will  be  taken  to  refer  to  the  original  right 
and  left  flanks,  as  they  were  when  facing  the  enemy. 

11  Generally,  wffien  terms  such  as  "  right,"  “  left," 
"  behind,"  "  beyond,"  "  front,"  "rear.”  "  on  the 

side  of  "  are  used  to  define  a  locality,  it  must  be  made  clear  to 
what  they  refer, 

12.  Bearings  will  be  given  as  true  bearings,  except  when  a 
gridded  map  is  used,  when  grid  bearings  wnll  be  given. 


V.  Messages 

1 .  Owing  to  the  large  volume  of  signal  traffic  in  modern 
armies,  and  to  the  necessity  of  enciphering  W/T  messages, 
brevity,  clearness  and  the  strict  observance  of  rules  are 
essential  in  'writing  messages. 

2.  Copies  of  all  messages  will  be  kept  by  the  originator. 
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cf,  A.F,  C212S  should  be  used  for  all  messages.  Those 
for  D.RX.S.  will  be  placed  in  envelopes,  marked  D.R.L.S., 
signed  by  an  ofiScer  and  handed  to  the  signal  office.  To 
enable  signals  to  trace  the  receipt  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  message^  the  originator  should  put  a  reference  number 
on  the  envelope. 

4.  Nothing  must  be  written  above  the  space  provided  for 
the  address  To.” 

5.  Address  "TO"  and  "  FROM. "^Addressees  and 
ongiiiators  oi  messages  will  be  designated  by  their  code  names 
or,  when  these  are  not  used,  by  their  abbreviated  titles  as 
indicated  in  Appendix  IV, 

t^ffi-cers  names  and  appointments  will  never  appear  in  the 
address  spaces  TO  or  “  FROM  ”  unless  it  is  essential  for 
some  special  reason.* 

6.  Multiple  address  messages. — ^The  following  rules  will 
apply  to  multiple  address  messages 

(i)  When  an  originator  wishes  each  recipient  to  know  to 
what  other  recipients  a  message  has  been  addressed 
the  address  will  be  written  on  each  copy  in  a 
straight  line  or  lines,  without  punctuation,  thus  — 

LUDO  SAGO  NOPA  FIDO  BONO 

It  will  be  signalled  as  written  to  all  addressees. 
This  procedure  is  used  by  all  three  Services. 

(ii)  Repeated.  -  In  order  to  distinguish  between  those 
to  whom  the  message  is  addressed  for  action  and 
those  to  whom  it  is  repeated  for  information  only 
the  originator  will  write  the  word  “  rptd  ”  before 
the  first  address  of  the  latter  category''.  The  ivord 

rptd  will  be  signalled  and  will  also  appear  on 
copy  of  each  recipient  to  whom  it  apphes. 
The  originator  will  write  the  whole  of  the  address, 
to  ”  in  the  sequence  in  which  it  is  to  be  signalled* 
e.g.  :~ 

LUDO  SAGO  NOPA  rptd  FIDO  BONO 

Each  recipient  will  then  see  to  whom  the 
message  has  been  addressed  and  repeated. 

(hi)  "  All  informed J* — -When  it  is  unnecessary  for  an 
addressee  to  know  to  what  others  the  message 
has  been  sent,  the  expression  ”  all  informed  ” 
will  be  used  at  the  end  of  the  text.  This  will 


*  In  the  Royal  Navy  the  call  sign  of  a  ship  indicates  the  captain.  If  a 
message  is  for  any  other  ofheer,  the  words  “  For  ...”  should  be  inserted 
at  the  beginning  of  the  text, 
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indicate  to  signal  officers  concerned  that,  of  the 
addresses  on  the  oiiginal  message,  the  only^  ones 
that  need  be  signalled  on  any  particular  circuit 
are  those  which  that  circuit  serves. 

Under  this  procedure  the  message  as  received 
by  any  individual  will  contain  in  the  ”  address 
to  ”  portion  of  the  message  that  individual  s  own 
address  :  or  if  more  than  one  of  the  addresses  is 
served  by  the  same  circuit,  all  the  addresses  so 

sfirved* 

On  messages  sent  by  despatch  rider  all  addresses 

will  antomatically  appear. 

Other  Services  do  not  use  this  procedure,  ine 
words  ”  all  informed  ”  must  therefore  not  be 
inserted  in  messages  to  them. 

7.  The  text.'— This  will  begin  with  the  originator’s  dis¬ 

tinguishing  letter  and  number  in  the  appropriate  space. 
Distinguishing  letters  are  given  in  Appendix  I  .  ^  ,  i 

Ori<^inators  for  whom  no  distinguishing  letters  are  allotted 
may  employ  any  combination  of  letters  up  to  three  m  number, 
provided  they  have  not  already  beeii  allotted  and  do  not  give 
any  indication  of  the  identity  of  the  sender,  his  unit  or 

formation. 

8.  The  distinguishing  letters  will  be  followed  by  a  number 
which  will  be  the  serial  number  of  outgoing  messages  from 
the  office  or  appointment  held  by  the  originator.  A  senes 
wall  be  repeated  on  reaching  the  figure  9999. 

9.  In  the  text  each  of  the  following  will  be  written  in  one 
space  : — 

(i)  A  word,  letter  or  figure. 

(ii)  An  abbreviated  word. 

(iix)  A  combination  of  letters  or  figures  meaning  one 
thing. 

(iv)  A  cipher  group  (up  to  five  letters  or  figures) . 

(v)  The  sign  indicating  the  full  stop. 

10  Roman  numerals  and  mathematical  signs  those 

for  yards,  feet,  iaches.  degrees,  percentages,  plus  and  minus) 
canMt  be  telegraphed  and  must  be  replaced  by  words  or 
recognized  abbreviations  (e.g-,  yds.,  ft.). 

11  Letters,  letter  ciphers  and  important  words  will  be 
written  in  block  letters  ;  otherwise  capitals  will  not  he 
used.  Underlining  and  the  use  of  dashes  and  oblique 
strokes  should  be  resorted  to  only  when  absolutely  necessary, 

“  night  273  sep. 
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^^%ctu€tt%0fi,  A.  full  s'top  will  iii(iic3,tc(i  by  Q  but 
when  the  message  is  typed  the  ordinary  full  stop  may  be 
used.  In  neither  case  must  anything  else  be  written  or  typed 
in  the  space.  No  stop  is  required  at  the  end  of  the  text. 
Other  punctuation  signs  are  not  transmitted  in  signal 
messages  ;  care  must  be  taken  that  their  omission  does  not 
alter  the  sense  of  the  message. 

13.  Acknowledgments.— It  an  acknewledgrrient  is  required 
from  those^  who  have  to  take  action  on  the  message  the 
expression  ack  "  will  be  written  at  the  end  of  the  message. 

If  an  acknowledgment  is  also  required  from  those  to  whom 
it  has  been  repealed,  all  ack  will  be  used. 

14.  Signature. — ^Ail  messages  will  be  signed  by  the  origina¬ 
tor  with  his  name  and  rank  only. 

15.  Originator's  instrumons. — The  originator  is  responsible 
for  informing  signals  of  any  precaution  necessary  in  the 
method  of  transmission.  This  he  does  by  signing  in  the 
appropriate  space  at  the  foot  of  A,F.  C  2128  *  hs  need  not 
d.elete  the  space  not  signed.  He  will  write  any  other  instruc¬ 
tions  in  the  space  marked  Originator^s  Instructions 
Degree  of  Priority.” 

16.  Degree  of  priority.— It  a  special  degree  of  priority 

!S  required  the  indication  [e.g.  ”  immediate  ”)  will  be  written  . 
m  full  in  the  space  marked  "  Originator*s  Instructions. 
Degree  ol  Priority.*  In  multiple  address  messages  the 
copies  for  some  only  of  the  addressees  may  require  a  degree 
of  priority.  Originators  will  ensure  that  this  is  given  only  to 
those  copies  which  require  it. 

17.  Time  of  origin. — This  is  the  time  at  which  the  originator 
signs  the  message  and  is  filled  in  by  him.  The  24-hour  clock 
win  be  used, 

18.  The  remainder  of  the  message  form  is  for  the  use  of 
signals. 

19.  Examples  of  messages  on  A.F,  C  2128  are  given  as 

follows ^  . 


nission  by  signals 

in  front  of  divisional 

Serial  No 

No.  of  Groups 

GR. 

1  

OFFICE  DATE  STAMP 

Date 

10 

In  Reply  to  Number 
DE  27 

903161 

0 

June 

i 

1030 

hrs 

. 

1  - _ 

$  Instructions  ■ 

Time  of  Origin 

of  priority 

0945 

mediate 

! 

T.H.I. 

— ^ — i 

T.O.B. 

Reader 

Sender 
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Example  1. — Specimen  message  with  an  immediate  ”  degree  of  priority  for  transmission  by  signals  in  front  of  divisional  ^ 
headquarters 


¥ 

ARMY  p'ORM  c  2128  ME3SA0E  FOEM 

Serial  No 

GALL 

AND 

mSTRDC^ 

TIOHS 

IN 

No,  of  Groups 

OR, 

0I:F1ce  date  stamp 

^  OUT 

(above  this  line  is  eor  signals  only) 

TO 

SALO 


FROM 

GAMO 

Originator's  Number 
0  3 

Date 

10 

In  Reply  to  Number 
DE  27 

moving 

now 

to 

COPSE 

903161 

0 

will 

meet 

yon 

rd 

June 

i 

mile 

south 

of 

copse 

1030 

hrs 

£ 

* 

This  message  may  be  sent 

AS  WRITTEN  by  any^meaus 

Signed 

If  liable  to  be  intercepted  or  Originator’s  Instructions 

fall  into  enemy  hands,  Degree  of  priority 

this  message  must  be  sent 

IN  CIPHER  Immediate 

Signed  J,  Jones,  Capt, 

7  TTIxe  TTWFT.  TtflT?  StOMAT-S?  TTR'R  CTtKT.'V'S 

Time  of  Origin 

0945 

1  T.H.I, 

*  T.O,R. 

System 

in 

Time 

in 

Reader 

Sender 

System 

out 

1  Time 
out 

Reader 

Sender 

System 

out 

Time 

out 

Reader 

Sender 

(393/5566) 
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Example  2. — Specimen  multiple  address  message  for  transmission  by  signals  in  front  of  divisional  headquarters. 


ARMY  FORM  C  2128 

SIESSA&E  FORM 

Serial  No* 

CALL 

AND 

IN 

No.  of  Groups 

OFFICE  DATE  STAMP 

INSTEUC- 

TIONS 

OUT 

GR, 

(above  this  line  is  for  signals  use  only) 

TO 

SALO  GAMOrptdBONO  LOPU  KILU  BOLD  NEPA  Q 


FROM 

NILA 

Originator’s  Number 

0  43 

Date 

10 

In  Reply  to  Number 

ref 

map 

ALDERSHOT 

command 

one 

inch 

0  i 

bridges 

over 

RIVER 

BLACKWATER 

between 

incl 

BLACKWATER 

excl 

EVERSLEY 

will 

be 

prepared 

for 

demolition 

forthwith 

by 

GAMO 

assisted 

by 

working 

party 

SALO 

ack 

This  message  may  be  sent 

AS  WRITTEN  by  any  means 

Signed 

If  liable  to  be  intercepted  or 
fall  into  enemy  hands, 
this  message  must  be  sent 

IN  CIPHER 

Signed  A*  Smith,  Major 

Originator's  Instructions 
Degree  of  Priority 

IMPORTANT 

--fV 

Time  of  Origin 

1630 

T.H.I. 

(below  this  line  is  for  signals  use  only) 


System 

Time 

Reader 

Sender 

System 

Time 

Reader 

Sender  : 

j  System 

Time 

Reader 

Sender 

in 

in 

out 

out 

out 

out 

Note  L— In  the  above  example  seven  copies  of  the  message  would  be  passed  to  signals.  The  copy  for  Q,  being  for  the  use  of 
another  branch  of  the  same  staff,  would  be  delivered  direct,  and  Q  "  would  be  struck  out  in  the  space  "  T  “  in  the 
copies  handed  to  signals. 


Note  2, — In  this  specimen  message 

code  names  are  considered  to  have  been  allotted 

as  follows  : — 

BONO 

•k 

4  inf  bde 

GAMO 

RE  2  div 

SALO 

5  inf  bde 

BOLO 

1  div 

LOPU 

6  inf  bde 

NILA 

2  div 

KILU 

RA  2  div 

NEPA 

3  div 

(393/5560) 
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Example  3. — Specimen  routine  multiple  address  message  for  transmission  by  signals  in  Iront  of  divisional  headquarters. 


ARMY  FORM  C  2128 


CALL 

ANB 

INSTRUC¬ 

TIONS 


MESSAGE  FORM 


Serial  No. 


IN 


OUT 


No,  of  Groups 

GR. 


OFFICE  DATE  STAMP 


{above  this  line  is  for  signals  use  only) 


TO 


BOLO  KALA  SOLO  ZUZU  VIVA  rptd  TOGO  LIKI  Q 


FROM 

MUNA 

Originator's  Number 

0  .  42 

Date 

2 

In  Reply  to  Number 

ref 

0  21 

send 

rep 

to 

conference 

1800 

hrs 

to-day 

all 

informed 

1 

This  message  may  be  sent 
as  written  by  any  means 


Signed  C,  Brown,  Major 


If  liable  to  be  intercepted  or 
fall  into  enemy  hands, 
this  message  must  be  sent 

IN  CIPHER 

Signed 


Originator’s  Instructions 
Degree  of  Priority 


Time  of  Origin 
0915 


{below  this  line  IS  FOR  SIGNALS  USE  ONLY) 


System 

in 

Time 
:  in 

Reader 

Sender  ' 

1  System 
out 

Time 

out 

Reader 

Sender 

System 

out 

Time 

out 

Reader 

Sender  i  t.O.E 

T.HJ. 


Note  1.— In  the  above  example  signals  have  authority  to  omit  all  irrelevant  names  when  signalling  the  address. 
Note  2. — Code  names  are  considered  to  have  been  allotted  as  folloTO  : — 

BOLO  1  inf  bde  viva 

KALA  2  inf  bde  muha 

SOLO  3  inf  bde  togo 

2UZU  RA  1  div 


RE  1  div 

1  div 

2  div 

3  div 


(393/5563) 
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appendix  m 


RECONNAISSANCE  CODE 

No  single  code  can  embrace  every  observation  likely  to  be 
required  Resource  to  the  use  of  plain  language  wU  be 
inevitable  for  certain  types  of  observation.  The  most  usual 
requirements  are,  however,  covered  by  the  following  . 


AAG 

ACT 

ALA 

ART 

AMC 

AMM 

ATK 

BAG 

BDG 

BIV 

BLK 

BUS 

CAM 

CAV 

CLM 

CLO 

CNO 

COL 

DFP 

DIG 

ELS 

ENG 

FAC 

FCG 

GCB 

GNF 

GNS 

HAL 

HDT 

HOR 

INF 

MGS 

MER 

MET 

NMS 

OPN 


Anti-aircraft  guns. 

Activity  at  (only  used  to  denote  haphazara 
movement  in  a  small  area). 

All  arms  (used  in  conjunction  ^vith  COL). 
All  artillery,  not  in  action. 

Armoured  cars. 

Ammunition. 

Anti-tank  teeth  or  obstacles. 

Balloon  barrage. 

Bridge. 

Bivouac. 

Traffic  block.  To  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  OPN  or  CLO. 

Bus  "  (as  distinct  from  MET). 
Camouflaged. 

Mounted  men. 

^  Cancel  last  message. 

Closed  ■ 

Cannot  observe  .  .  .  previously  located  at 
.  [g.g.  CNO  GNS  356469). 

Column. 

Defended  post. 

Digging. 

Enemy  landing  from  ships  at  .  .  *  ■ 
Engine. 

Factor^^ 

Facing.  .  . 

Concentration  of  hostile  batteries  m  action. 

Guns  now  firing.  * 

Guns  in  action,  but  not  firing. 

Hostile  aircraft  landing  at  ...  • 
Horse-drawn  transport. 

Horses. 

Men. 

Machine  guns. 

Merchant  ships. 

Mechanical  transport. 

No  movement  seen. 

Open. 
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PAR  Parachutists  landing  at  .  .  ,  , 

PED  Civilian  or  refugee  traffic. 

PET  Petrol. 

PDG  Pontoon  bridge. 

RED  Railhead. 

RHP  Ranging  point. 

RFA,  RFB^  RFC,  etc.  Reference  point  A,  B  C  etc 
RIV  River.  ,  ,  ,  . 

SDG  Siding. 

SIN  Single  engine  aircraft. 

SNU  Steam  not  up.  (All  railway  observationis 

will  be  taken  to  refer  to  engines  with  steam 
up  unless  this  group  follows.) 

SUB  Submarine. 

TCH  Trench. 

TCK  Track. 

TKA''"  Tracked  vehicles. 

TMG  Target  moving, 

TNK  Tank. 

TNT  Tent. 

TWN  Multi-engined  aircraft. 

TRG  Goods  trucks, 

TRN  Railway  train  (complete  with  engine). 

TRP  Passenger  coaches. 

WAR  Warship. 

WTS  Wireless  station. 

Note.— When  it  is  desired  to  give  the  number  of  objects 

reported,  the  number  will  be  given  before  the  code  letters. 

Examples  (to  show  how  direction  may  be  included)  : _ 

(i)  Twelve  tracked  vehicles  mooring  west  at  R1234 

12  TKV  W  1234 

(ii)  {a)  A  passenger  train  of  10  coaches  moving  west  at 
V86 17 

TRN  10  TRP  W  V8617. 

(&)  The  same  train  stationary  with  engine  at  westerly 
end  : — 

TRN  10  TRP  FCG  W  V8617. 

h 

(c)  The  same  train  wdthout  an  engine  ; _ 

10  TRP  V86I7. 

(lii)  A  goods  train  of  10  open  trucks  and  10  closed  trucks 
moving  west  : — 

TRN  10  OPN  TRG  10  CLO  TRG  W. 
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(iv)  Trucks,  coaches  and  engines  in  siding  : — 

30  OPN  TR.G  10  CLO  TRG  35  TRP  4  ENG  SNU  SDG 


(v)  A  mixed  column  of  all  arms,  moving  S.E.,  head  at 
Q6735,  tail  at  Q6834 

(a)  If  the  number  can  be  estimated  although  the 
exact  composition  cannot  be  given  : — 

COL  1000  ALA  SE  Q6735. 

{h)  If  the  number  cannot  be  estimated 

COL  ALA  SE  Q6735  Q6834. 


Example  showing  component  parts  of  message  : 


The  call 

Short  break  sign 
Serial  No.  t . 
Short  break  sign 
Subject  matter 
Short  break  sign 
Time  of  origin 
Ending  sign 


DX  DX  P3 

■  i 
11 


N1 

TRN  50  TRG  FCG  E  ¥8617 

I  P 
11 

0935 

AR 


How  received  : — 


To  . 
From 


DX 

P3 


N1  TRN  50  TRG  FCG  E  V86I7  0935. 
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APPENDIX  IV 

ABBREVIATED  TITLES,  ADDRESSES, 
DISTINGUISHING  LETTERS  AND  OTHER 

ABBREVIATIONS 

For  use  in  the  field  and  during  training. 

Notes 

1 .  Officers  are  not  expected  to  memorize  all  the  abbrevia¬ 
tions  given  in  this  Appendix.  Many  of  them  will  be  used 
only  by  special  or  technical  services  or  units. 

2.  Abbreviations  in  general,  and  in  particular  those  not 
included  in  these  lists,  will  be  used  only  when  the  writer  is 
satisfied  that  there  can  be  no  possibility  of  the  reader  mis¬ 
understanding  their  meaning. 

3.  Abbreviations  for  the  titles  of  units  will  not  be  used  when 
code  names  are  in  use. 

* 

4.  Names  and  individual  designations  of  officers  will  not 
appear  in  messages  unless  they  are  intended  for  delivery  to 
individuals. 

5.  In  addressing  a  headquarters  : — 

i.  .  Branches  of  the  staff  will  not  be  included—^ 

e;g.,  1  Div.  is  right  and  Q1  Div.”  is  wrong, 

ii.  Abbreviations  denoting  subordinate  commanders  or 

services  will  be  included — 

e.g,,  R.A,  1  Div/',  "  Medical  2  Corps  ",  are 
correct. 

6.  The  staff  oi  M.G.R.A..  C.C.R.A..  C.C.M.A.  and  C.RA 
will  use  the  originators’  letters  R.A.O.,  R.A.  I.  and  R.A.Q. 

7.  Units  (regiments,  battalions,  etc.)  will  use  distiniruishin? 
letters  "  O  ",  "  I  "  and  "  Q  "  only. 


* 


|l 


47 


L  Headquarters,  Formations,  Staff,  Appointments  and  Services* 


Full  title 


(1) 


General  Headquarters 
First  (Second,  etc.)  Army  . , 

1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Corps 
ist  Armoured  Division 
1st  (2nd,  etc.)  division 
1st  Light  (Heavy)  Armoured 
Brigade 

1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Cavalry 
Brigade 

1st  {2nd,  etc.)  Infantry 
Brigade 


Royal  Artillery. 

1st  (2nd,  etc*);Corps  Artillery 
1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Corps  Medium 
Artillery 

1st  (2nd,,  etc.)  Divisional 
Artillery 

1st  (2nd, etc.)  Field  (Medium, 
etc.)  Regiment 

Royal  Engineers. 

1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Divisional 
Engineers 

Royal  Corps  of  Signals. 

General  Headquaifiers  Sig- 
nals 

First  (Second,  etc.)  Army 
Signals 


Abbreviation 
for  general  ' 
use  and  for 
addressing 
messages  or 
corre¬ 
spondence  to 
(2) 

Distinguishing 
letter  to  be 
used  with 
originator's 
number 

^  (3) 

G.H.Q. 

First  (Second 
etc.)  Army 

1  (2,  etc.)  Corps 
1  Armd.  Div. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Div. 

1  Lt-  (Hy.) 

Armd.  Bde. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Cav.  ' 
Bde. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Inf. 
Bde. 

- - 

R.A.  1  (2,  etc.) 
Corps 

M.A.  1  (2,  etc.) 
Corps 

:  R.A.  1  (2,  etc.) 
Div. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Fd. 
(Med.,  etc.) 
Regt. 

R.A.  {see  note  6 
previous  page) 
R.A. 

M.A. 

R.A. 

R.E. 

R.E.  1  (2,  etc.) 
Div. 

R.E. 

Sigs. 

Sigs.  G.H.Q.  .  . 

Sigs. 

Sigs.  (First 

Second,  etc.) 
Army 

Sigs. 
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Full  title 


(5> 


Abbreviation 
for  general 
use  and  for 
addressing 
messages  or 
corre¬ 
spondence  to 
(2) 


Royal  Corps  of  Signals — 
contd. 

1st  {2nd,  etc,)  Corps  Signals 

1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Divisional 
Signals 


A  nii-A  ir craft  Defence ,  ' 
1st  (2nd,  etc.)  Anti-Aircraft 
Brigade 

Royal  Army  Service  Corps. 
ist  (2nd,  etc.)  Divisional 
Royal  Army  Service  Corps 

Royal  A  if  Force. 

Royal  Air  Force  Component 
Avith  the  Army  in  the  * 
Field 

Staff. 

General  Staff  Branch. 
Operation  Section 
Intelligence  Section  and  In¬ 
telligence  Ofheers 
Stad  Duties  and  Training 
Section 

Brigade  Majors 
Signal  Ofilcer  in  Chief 
Chief  Signal  Officer .  . 

A  dj  utant-Gei'ieraV $  B ranch . 
Officer  in  Charge,  2nd 
Echelon 

Staff  Captain  ,  . 

Q  uarter-master-General  's 
Branch. 

Staff  Captain 


Sigs,  1  {2,  etc.) 
Corps 

Sigs.  1  (2,  etc.) 
Div. 


1  (2,  etc.)  A. A. 
Bde. 


R.A.S.C.  1  (2, 
etc,)  Div. 


Air  Corap. 


Distinguishing 
letter  to  be 
used  with 
originator's 
number 

(3) 
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Chief  Sigs- 
C.S.O. 


0.2.E 


Sigs. 


Sigs. 


S,T, 


O. 

I. 

S.D. 

!  O. 

X 

X 

A. 

ECH. 

A, 

Q- 

Q. 


♦ 


t 


t... 

■  (1)  ^ 

Abbreviation 
for  general 
use  and  for 
addressing 
messages  or 
corre¬ 
spondence  to 

(2)  1 

Distinguishing 
letter  to  be 
used  with 
origj.nator's 
number 

(3) 

Staff. — contd. 

Q  uarter-  mas  ier-GeneraVs 
Branch — -contd. 

Q.M. 

Movement  Control 

- - 

Appointments. 

M.S. 

Military  Secretary 

M.S. 

Camp  Commandant  . ,  ’ 

Aide-de-Camp^ 

Camp 

CP. 

A.D.C.  .  . 

A.D.C, 

Personal  Assistant  ,  . 

P.A,  . . 

Services. 

Chaplains 

Chaplains 

CH. 

Canteen  . .  . . 

Canteens' 

CAN. 

Engineer  Stores 

Restores 

ES. 

Graves 

Graves 

GR,  '■ 

Hirings 

Hirings 

HGS. 

Tudge  Advocate-General 

D.J.A.G.  . . 

J,  A.G, 

Labour 

Labour 

LB. 

Medical 

Medical 

M.. 

i.  Medical  and  Surgical 

Medical 

M, 

ii.  Hygiene 

Hygiene 

M. 

hi.  Pathology 

Pathology  , 

M.  » 

iv.  Dental 

Dental 

.  M, 

V.  Nursing 

Nursing 

M, 

Ordnance  . .  . . 

Ord, 

OS. 

Pay  * •  . * 

Pay  .  . 

PAY. 

Army  Postal 

Postal 

P. 

Printing  and  Stationery  . . 

Print 

PS. 

Provost 

Pro.  .  . 

PRO, 

Remounts  . . 

Remounts 

RM. 

Supply 

Sup. 

s. 

Survey 

Survey 

!  CV. 

Transport  .  . 

Tpt.  ,  . 

T. 

Transportation 

Transit 

TN. 

i.  Docks 

Docks,  . 

D. 

ii.  Inland  Water  Trans¬ 

'  I.W.T. 

IW, 

port 

RY. 

iii.  Raihviiys 

Rail.  .  . 

iv.  Light  Railways 

Lightrail 

LR. 

Veterinar5^  . . 

Vet.  .  - 

Vet. 

Works 

Works 

W/ks. 
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11.  Commanders  and  Staffs 


Full  title 
(a) 

Abbreviation 

1  ,  (6) 

Chief  of  the  Imperial  General  Staff  at  the 

C.I.G.S* 

War  Office 

Commander-in-Chief 

C.'in-C. 

Major-General,  Royal  Artillery 

M.G.R.A. 

Commander,  Corps  Royal  Artillery 

C.C.R.A. 

Commander,  Corps  Medium  Artillery 

1  C.C.M.A. 

Commander,  Royal  Artillery 

C.R.A. 

Engineer-in-Chief  . , 

E.  in  C. 

Chief  Engineer  . .  . , 

C.E. 

Commander,  Royal  Engineers 

C.R.E. 

Signal  0fficer4n*Chief 

S.O.  in  C. 

Chief  Signal  Officer 

C.S.O. 

Commander,  Royal  Army  Service  Corps . . 

C.R.A.S.C. 

Naval  Staff  Officer 

N.S.O. 

Principal  Sea  Transport  Officer  .  . 

P.S.T.O. 

Air  Officer  Commanding  , . 

A.O.C. 

Chief  of  the  General  Staff  in  the  Field  , .  i 

C.G.S. 

Deputy  Chief  of  the  General  Staff 

D.C.G.S. 

Major-General,  General  Staff 

M.G.G.S. 

Brigadier,  General  Staff 

B.G.S. 

General  Staff  Officer  . .  . .  .  j 

G.S.O. 

Brigade  Major 

B.M. 

Deputy  Adjutant-General  , . 

D.A.G. 

(Deputy)  AssistanLAd j  utant-General 

(D.)A.A,G. 

Staff  Captain 

S.C. 

Deputy  Quarter -Master-General  . . 

D.Q.M.G. 

(Deputy)  Assistant  -  Quarter  -  Master- 

(D.)A.Q.M.G. 

General  1 

(Deputy)  Assistant  Director  of  Transpor- 

4"^  4"7nn 

(D.)A.D.Tn. 

Lur  b  J_L 

(Deputy)  Assistaut-Ad j  utant  and  Quarter-  ' 

(D.)A.A.  and 

Master -General 

Q.M.G. 
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III.  Regiments  and  Corps  of  the  British  Army 


The  Life  Guards  (1st  and  2nd) 

Hoyal  Horse  Guards  (The  Blues)  .  . 

1st  The  Royal  Dragoons  . .  .  -  •  •  I 

The  Royal  Scots  Greys  (2nd  Dragoons)  . . 
Royal  Wiltshire  Yeomanry 
Warwickshire  Yeomanry  .  . 

Yorkshire  Hussars  . .  *  ■ 

Nottinghamshire  Yeomanry 
Stafiordshire  Yeomanry 
Shropshire  Yeomanry 
Ayrshire  Yeomanry 
Cheshire  Yeomanry,  . 

Yorkshire  Dragoons 
Leicestershire  Yeomanry  . . 

North  Somerset  Yeomanry 
Duke  of  Lancaster's  Own  Yeomanry 
Lanarkshire  Yeomanry 
Northumberland  Hussars  . . 

Lovat  Scouts 
Scottish  Horse  . . 

Royal  Armoured  Corps  . . 

1st  King's  Dragoon  Guards 

The  Queen's  Bays  (2nd  Dragoon  Guards) 

3rd  Caribiniers  (Prince  of  Wales's  Dragoon 


L,G. 

R.H.G. 

Royals, 

Greys, 

R,  Wilts,  Yeo. 
Warwick  Yeo. 
Yorks.  H. 
Notts  Yeo. 
Stafis.  Yeo, 
Shrops.  Yeo. 
Ayr  Yeo, 
Cheshire  Yeo. 
Yorks,  D. 
Leicester  Yeo. 
N,  Som.  Yeo, 

D, L.O.  Yeo. 
Lanark  Yeo, 
N,  H, 

Lovat. 

Scot.  Horse, 

E. A.C. 

K,D.G, 

Bays., 

3  D.G. 


Guards) 

4th /7th  Royal  Dragoon  Guards  . . 

5th  Royal  Inniskilling  Dragoon  Guards  . , 
3rd  The  King's  Own  Hussars 
4th  Queen's  Own  Hussars  . . 

7th  Queen's  Own  Hussars  .  . 

8th  King’s  Royal  Irish  Hussars  . . 

9th  Queen's  Royal  Lancers 

10th  Royal  Hussars  (Prince  of  Wales  s 


4/7  D.G. 

5  Innis.  D.G. 

3  H. 

4  H. 

7  H. 

SH. 

9  L. 

10  H- 


Own) 

11th  Hussars  (Prince  Albert's  Own) 

1 2th  Royal  Lancers  (Prince  of  Wales  s) 
13th /1 8th  Hussars  .* 

14th /20th  Hussars  .  , 

15th /1 9th  The  King's  Royal  Hussars 
16th /5th  Lancers  . . 

17th/21st  Lancers  .  . 

North  Irish  Horse  . . 

Derbyshire  Yeomanry 

Royal  Gloucestershire  Hussars  ■  ■ 


, J  11  H, 

..  12  L. 

.  .  13/18  H, 

.  .  14/20  H. 

. .  15/19  H. 

. .  16/5  L. 

. .  17/21  L. 

.  .  N.I.H. 

.  .  Derby  Yeo, 
,  .1  R.G.H. 


r 


Full  Title 

(I) 

Abbreviation  * 

(2) 

Lothians  and  Border  Horse 

I 

h 

Lothians. 

Fife  and  Forfar  Yeomanry 

F.  F.  Yeo. 

Westminster  Dragoons 

W.  Dgns. 

Sharpshooters  - . 

Sharpshooters. 

Northamptonshire  Yeomanry 

N.  Yeo. 

East  Riding  Yeomanry 

E.  Riding  Yeo. 

Royal  Tank  Regiment 

R.  Tanks. 

Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery 

R.A. 

Corps  of  Royal  Engineers  . , 

RX. 

Royal  Corps  of  Signals 

R.  Sigs. 

Grenadier  Guards  - . 

Gren.  Gds, 

Coldstream  Guards  . . 

Coldm.  Gds. 

Scots  Guards 

S.G. 

Irish  Guards 

I.G. 

Welsh  Guards 

W.G. 

The  Royal  Scots  (The  Royal  Regiment)  .  . 

RjS. 

The  Queen's  Royal  Regiment  (West 

Queen's. 

Surrey) 

The  Buffs  (Royal  East  Kent  Regiment)  . . 
The  King's  Own  Royal  Regiment  (Lan¬ 

Buffs. 

King's  Own. 

caster) 

The  Royal  Northumberland  Fusiliers 

N.F. 

The  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment 

Warwick. 

The  Royal  Fusiliers  (City  of  London  Regi¬ 

R.F. 

ment) 

The  King’s  Regiment  (Liverpool) . . 

King's. 

The  Royal  Norfolk  Regiment  .  •  . . 

Norfolk. 

The  Lincolnshire  Regiment 

Lincolns. 

The  Devonshire  Regiment  ' 

Devon. 

The  Suffolk  Regiment 

Suffolk, 

The  Somerset  Light  Infantry  (Prince 

Som.  L.I. 

Albert's) 

The  West  Yorkshire  Regiment  (The  Prince 

W.  Yorks. 

of  Wales's  Own) 

The  East  Yorkshire  Regiment  (The  Duke 

E.  Yorks. 

of  York's  Own) 

The  Bedfordshire  and  Hertfordshire  Regi¬ 

Bedfs.  Herts. 

ment 

The  Leicestershire  Regiment  . . 

Leicesters, 

The  Green  Howards  (Alexandra,  Princess 

Green  Howards, 

of  Wales's  Own  Yorkshire  Regiment) 

The  Lancashire  Fusiliers  . .  . .  , ,  I 

L,F. 

The  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers  . . 

R.S.F. 

The  Cheshire  Regiment 

Cheshire 

The  Royal  Welch  Fusiliers 

R.W.F. 
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Full  Title 
(1) 


Abbreviation* 

(2) 


The  South  Wales  Borderers 

The  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers 

The  Cameronians  (Scottish  Bides) 

The  Royal  Inniskiiling  Fusiliers  .  . 

The  Gloucestershire  Re^ment 
The  Worcestershire  Regiment 
The  East  Lancashire  Regiment  -  . 

The  East  Surrey  Regiment 
The  Duke  of  Cornwairs  Light  Infantry  . . 
The  Duke  of  Wellington's  Regiment  (West  . 
Riding) 

The  Border  Regiment 
The  Royal  Sussex  Regiment 
The  Hampshire  Regiment  .  ^  . 

The  South  StaSordshire  Regiment 
The  Dorsetshire  Regiment  .  .  ^  ' 

The  South  Lancashire  Regiment  (The 
Prince  of  Wales's  Volunteers) 

The  Welch  Regiment  . .  . .  •  ■  ' 

The  Black  Watch  (Royal  Highlanders)  . . 
The  Oxfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire 
Light  Infant^’ 

The  Essex  Regiment  *  ■  -  * 

The  Sherv/ood  Foresters  (Nottingham¬ 
shire  and  Derbyshire  Regiment) 

The  Loyal  Regiment  (North  Lancashire) 
The  Northainptonshirp  Regiment,  . 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Regiment  (Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales's) 

The  Queen's  Own  Royal  West  Kent  Regi- 
ment 

The  King's  Own  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry 
The  King’s  Shropshire  Light  Infantry  . . 
The  Middlesex  Regiment  (Duke  of  Cam¬ 
bridge's  Own) 

The  King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps  , .  *  - 

The  Wiltshire  Regiment  (Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh) 

The  Manchester  Regiment  ■: 

The  North  Stafiordshire  Regiment  (The 
Prince  of  Wales's) 

The  York  and  Lancaster  Regiment 
The  Durham  Light  Infantry  *  ■  • 

The  Highland  Light  Infantry  (City  oi 
Glasgow  Regiment) 


S.W.B. 

K.OB.B* 

Cameronians 

Innisks. 

Glosters. 

Wore.  R. 

E.  Lan.  B. 
Surreys. 
D.CXJ. 
D.W.R. 

Border 

R,  Sussex 
Hamps. 

S,  Staffords. 
Dorset 

S.  Lan.  R. 

Welch 

Black  Watch 
Oxf.  Bucks. 

Essex 

Foresters 

Loyals 

Northamptpns 
R.  Berks. 

R.W.K. 

k.o*yx.i* 

K.SX.I. 

I  Mx. 

,  K.R.R-C. 
Wilts. 

.  Manch. 

N.  Staiis. 

,  y.  &  L. 

.  DX.T. 

HX.L 
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Full  Title 
(1) 


Abbreviation* 

(2) 


} 


The  Seaforth  Highlanders  (Ross-shire 
Buffs,  the  Duke  of  Albany's) 

The  Gordon  Highlanders  .  , 

The  Queen's  Own  Cameron  Highlanders , . 
The  Royal  Ulster  Rifles  . .  . .  •  - 

The  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers  (Princess  Vic¬ 
toria's) 

The  Argyll  and  Sutherland  Highlanders 
(Princess  Louise's) 

The  Rifle  Brigade  (Prince  Consort's  Own) 
Liverpool  Scottish  . » 

Buckinghamshire  Battalion  \ 

Oxfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire  Light  } 
Infantry  J 

Hallamshire  Battalion 
York  and  Lancashire  Regiment 
Monmouthshire  Regiment 
Cambridgeshire  Regiment 
London  Rifle  Brigade 
Queen  Victoria  Rifles 
Rangers 

Kensington  Regiment 
London  Scottish 
Queen's  Westminsters 
Tower  Hamlets  Rifles 
London  Irish  Rifles 
Hertfordshire  Regiment 
Herefordshire  Regiment 
Royal  Tank  Corps^  . . 

Royal  Army  Chaplain's  Department 
Royal  Army  Service  Corps 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
Royal  Army  Ordnance  Corps 
Royal  Army  Pay  Corps 
Royal  Army  Veterinary  Corps 
Army  Educational  Corps  . . 

The  Army  Dental  Corps  . , 

Corps  of  Military  Police 
Military  Provost  Staff  Corps 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Sendee 


Seaforth. 

Gordons. 

Camerons. 

R.U.R. 

R.Ir.F. 

A..  &  S.H. 

R.B. 

Livpl.  Scot. 
Bucks. 

Hallams, 

Mon. 

Camb. 

L.R.B. 
Q.V.R. 
Rangers. 
Kensingtons. 
Lond.  Scot. 

Q. W. 

T.H.R. 

L. I.R, 

Herts. 

Hereford. 

R.  Tanks. 
R.A.Ch.D. 
R.A.S.C. 

R.  A.M.C. 
R.A.O.C. 
R.A.P.C. 
R.A.V.C. 
A.EX. 

A.D.  Corps, 
C.M.P. 

M. P.S.C. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S, 


IV.  Begiments  o!  the  Territorial  Army  and  Militia 

Units  forming  part  of  a  regiment  or  corps  of  the  Regular 
Army  will  generally  adopt  its  abbreviated  title. 
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V.  Examples  ol  abbreviated  Titles  of  Units  other  than 

Cavalry  and  Infantry  _ 


Full  title 

(1) 


Abbreviation 


Royal  ArtilUry 

A  /E  Ba.ttery,  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
42nd/53rd  Field  Battery,  R.A.  . .  ^ 
1st  Anti-tank  Battery,  R.A. 

17th  Medium  Battery,  R.A. 

4th  Heavy  Battery,  R.A,  . . 

3rd  Anti-Aircraft  Battery,  R.A.  .  . 
4th  Light  Anti-aircraft  Battery, 

R.A.  I 

1st  Survey  Battenyj  R*A,  . . 

2nd  Searchlight  Battery,  R.A. 

Royal  Engineers 
12th  (Field)  Company,  R.E, 

6th  (Field  Park)  Company,  R-E.  . . 
3rd  (Fortress)  Company,  R.E. 

19th  (Field  Survey)  Company,  R.E. 
103rd  (Glasgow)  Army  Troops 
Company 

100th  Army  Field  Company 
105th  Corps  Field  Park  Company 
109th  Workshop  and  Park  Com¬ 
pany 

R.  Signals. 

No.  1  (No.  2,  etc.)  Field  Artillery 
Signal  Section 

No.  1  (No.  2,  etc.)  Medium  Artillery 
Signal  Section 

No.  1  (No,  2,  etc.)  Squadron,  Mobile 
Divisional  Signals  ■  *  ^ 

No.  1  Anti-Aircraft  Brigade  Signals 


A.  Bty.  R.H.A, 
42  Fd .  Bty. 

1  A.  Tk.  Bty. 

17  Med.  Bty. 

4  Hy.  Bty. 

3  A. A,  Bty. 

4  Lt.  A.  A,  Bty. 

1  Svy.  Bty, 

2  S.I..  Bty. 


12  Fd.  Coy, 

6  Fd.  Park  Coy. 

3  Frt.  Coy. 

19  Ed.  Svy  Coy.  R.E. 
103  A.  Tps.  Coy- 

100  A.  Fd.  Coy, 

105  Corps  Fd.  Pk.  Coy. 
109  Wkshop.  and  Pk, 
Coy. 

1  (2  etc.)  Fd.  Arty.  Sig, 
See  • 

1  (2  etc.)  Med.  Arty. 
Sig.  Sec. 

1  (2  etc.)  Sqn.  Mob.  Div. 
Sigs. 

1  A. A.  Bde-.Sigs. 


R.  Tanks, 

3rd  Battalion  Royal  Tank  Corps  . . 
1st  Armoured  Car  Company 


3  R.  Tanks. 

1  Armd.  C.  Coy. 


R.A.S.C. 

G.H.Q.  Troops  Company  . . 
Mechanized  Cavalry  Brigade  Com¬ 
pany 

Tank  Brigade  Company 
Mobile  Division  Troops  Company 
Mobile  Division  Ammunition  Park 
Mobile  Dmsion  Petrol  Park 


G.H.Q.  Tps.  Coy. 
Mech.  Cav.  Bde.  Coy, 

V 

Tank  Bde.  Coy. 

Mob.  Div.  Tps.  Coy.^ 
Mob.  Div.  Amn.  Pk. 
Mob.  Div.  Pet,  Pk. 


N 


V 
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Full  title 

(1) 


Abbreviation 

(2) 


B.A.S.C. — contd. 

Mobile  Division  Reserve  Supply 
Park 

Anti-Aircraft  Group  Company 
Corps  Troops  Ammunition  Com¬ 
pany 

Corps  Petrol  Park  ,  . 

Corps  Ammunition  Park  . . 

Corps  Troops  Ammunition  Sub 
Park 

Divisional  Ammunition  Sub  Park 
Corps  Troops  Supply  Column 
Divisional  Ammunition  Company 
Di\nsional  Petrol  Company 
Divisional  Supply  Column 
Reserve  M.T,  Company 
Line  of  Communication  M.T,  Com¬ 
pany 

Infantry  Brigade  Company  Line  of 
Communication 
Motor  Ambulance  Convoy 
Ambulance  Car  Company  . . 

Bridge  Company 

R,A,M.C, 

Field  Ambulance 
Cavalry  Field  Ambulance 
Field  Hygiene  Section 
Casualty  Clearing  Station 
General  Hospital 

R.A,0,C. 

G.H.Q,  Troops  Workshop  , . 

Army  Field  Workshop 
Anti-Aircraft  Brigade  Workshop 
Light  Aid  Detachment 
Recovery  Station  , . 

Ordnance  Ammunition  Company 
Ordnance  Field  Park 

Veterinary. 

Mobile  Veterinary  Section 
Veterinary  Evacuating  Station  - 

Provost 
Provost  Company  .  * 

Provost  Squadron  . . 


Mob.  Div.  Res.  Sup.  Pk. 

A. A.  Gp.  Coy. 

C.T.  Amn.  Coy. 

Corps  Pet.  Pk. 

Corps  Amn.  Pk.  . 

C.T.  Amn,  Sub  Pk. 

Div,  Amn.  Sub  Pk. 

C.T.  Sup.  Col. 

Div,  Amn.  Coy. 

Div.  Pet.  Coy. 

Div.  Sup,  Col. 

Res,  M.T.  Coy. 

L.  of  C.M.T.  Coy. 

Inf.  Bde.  L.  of  C.  Coy. 

M. A.C. 

Amb.  C.  Coy, 

Bridge  Coy, 


1  (2,  etc.)  Fd.  Amb. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Cav.  Fd,  Amb- 
1  (2^  etc.)  Fd-  Hyg.  Sec. 
1  (2,  etc.)  C.C.S. 

1  (2,  etc.)  Gen.  Hosp. 


G.H.Q.  Tps.  Wkshop. 
A,  Fd.  WTtshop. 

A. A.  Bde,  Wkshop. 
L.A.D. 

Rec,  Sec. 

Ord.  Amn,  Coy, 

Ord.  Fd-  Park. 


1  (2,  etc.)  Mob.  Vet.  Sec. 
1  (2,  etc.)  V.E.S. 


1  (2,  etc.)  Pro.  Coy. 
1  (2,  etc.)  Pro,  Sqn, 


VI.  Other  abbreviations 


Full  title 

(1) 


Abbreviation 

(2) 


Acknowledge 

Addressed  . .  .  *  *  *  . 

Adjutant 

Administration  or  Administrative 
Advance  or  Advanced 
Advanced  Dressing  Station 
Advanced  Landing  Ground 
Air  Defence  . . 

Air  Intelligence  Liaison  Officer  ,  . 
Ambulance  .  *  . .  •  -  *  * 

Ammunition  ,  ’I . . 

Ammunition  Point  or  Armour  Piercing 
Ammunition  railhead  . . 
Ammunition  refilling  point 
Anti-Aircraft  or  Army  Act 
Anti-tank 

Appendix  . ,  . ; 

Armoured  car 
Armoured  fighting  vehicle 
Army  book  . . 

Army  co-operation  squadron 
Army  Council  Instruction  . . 

Army  form  - , 

Army  order  . . 

Army  routine  order .  . 

Army  troops . . 

Artillery 

Artillery  reconnaissance 

Attached 

Battalion ... 

Battery 

Battery  commander 
Battery  quarter-master  serjeant  . . 
Battery  serjeant-major 
Bombardier  . . 

Bomber  (aeroplane)  . .  -  •  , 

Branch  field  post  office  . . 

Bridge 
Brig^e 
Brigadier 
Captain 
Car  Post 

Casualty  clearing  station 
Ca’^'^a."  ■'  .  ■  * 


ack. 

addsd. 

Adjt. 

adm. 

Adv. 

A.D.S. 

A-L-G. 

A.D. 

A.I.LD. 

Amb, 

amn. 

A.P. 

A.R.H. 

A.R.P. 

A.  A. 

A.  Tk. 
appx, 
Armd .  C. 
A-F.V. 
A.B. 

A,C.  Sqn, 

A.C.I. 

A.F. 

A.O. 

A. R-O. 

A-  Tps- 
arty. 
Arty.  R. 
att, 

Bu. 

Bty. 

B. C. 

B.Q,M.S. 
B.S.M. 
Bdr. 

B. 

B. F.P.O. 

br. 

Bde. 
Brig, 
Capt- 

C. P. 
C.C.Si 

I  Cav- 
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Full  title 

(1)  1 

Abbreviation 

(2) 

Cavalry  Armoured  Car  Regiment  (Squad- 

Cav.  Armd.  C. 

ron) 

Regt,  (Sqn.) 

Chaplain  to  the  Forces 

C.F. 

Chief  Ordnance  Mechanical  Engineer 

C.O-M.E. 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer 

CO.O. 

Colonel  . .  ' .  . 

Col. 

Column  , ,  . .  . ,  '  . ,  .  .  1 

Coin. 

Command,  Commander  or  Commanding  .  . 

Comd- 

Commanding  officer 

C.O. 

Communication 

comn. 

Co  mpSjEiy  *«  ** 

Coy- 

Company  quarter-master-serjeant 

C.Q.M.S. 

Company  serjeant-maj  or  .. 

CS.M. 

Corporal 

Cpl. 

Corps  routine  order  . .  . . 

C.R.O. 

Corps  troops 

C.  Tps. 

Counter-battery  or  Confinement  to  bar- 

C.R. 

racks 

Counter-battery  officer 

C.B.O. 

,  Counter  preparation 

C.  Prep, 

Cross  roads  . , 

X.  rds. 

Decontamination 

decn.  ’ 

Defence  Electric  Light  ... 

D.E.L, 

Delivery  point 

D.P. 

Despatch  rider 

D,R. 

Despatch  rider  letter  service 

D.R.L.S. 

Detachment 

det. 

Direction  finding  . .  * .  . . 

D.F. 

Director  of  Engineer  Stores  Service 

D.E.S. 

Director-General  of  Medical  Services 

D.G-M.S. 

Director-General  of  Transportation  Ser¬ 

D.G.Tn. 

vices 

Director  of  Docks  Service  . . 

D.  Docks. 

Director  of  Works  , .  . . 

D.  of  W, 

Director  of  Graves  Registration  . . 

D.G.R. 

Director  of  Hirings  Service 

D.  Hgs. 

Director  of  Hygiene  , ,  . .  .  . . 

D.H. 

Director  of  Inland  Water  Transport  Ser¬ 

D.I.W.T, 

vice 

Director  of  Labour  Service 

D.  Lab. 

Director  of  Light  Railways 

D.L.  Ry.  ;  . 

Director  of  Medical  Services 

DiM.S.  :  -■  / 

Director  of  Ordnance  Services 

D.O.S. 

1  .  11  a  ,  ^ 

Director  of  Army  Postal  Services 

D.A.P.S. 

'  '  .  V  1  ‘ 

Full  title 

(I) 


Abbre'viation 

(2) 


Director  of  Printing  and  Stationery  Ser 
'  vices 

Director  of  Railways 
Director  of  Remounts 
Director  of  Supplies  and  Transport 
Director  of  Survey  * . 

Director  of  Veterinary  Services  . . 

District  . .  -  *  ■  * 

District  court-maTtial 
Divisional  or  Division 
Divisional  routine  orders  . . 

Dragoon  .  *  ^  . 

Driver  or  drummer 
Echelon 

Embarkation  medical  officer 
Embarkation  sta:ff  officer  ,  , 

Establishment 

Exclusive  . .  .  *  •  •  ■  '  ' 

Field  .  -  • '  *  ■  ’ '  ' '  , 

Field  general  court-martial 
Field  Hygiene  Section 
Field  marshal 
Field  service  •  • 

Field  Ser\dce  Regulations . 

Fighter  (aeroplane)  . 

Flash-spotting  . .  ~ 

Flight  .  *  .  *  .  . . 

Foremost  defended  localities 
Forward  . .  •  - 

Forward  observation  officer 
Fusilier 

General  .  *  .  .  •  •  *  ■  ^  ■ 

General  court-marshal  . .  *  *  .  '  * 

General  Officer  Commanding  (-in-Chief)  , . 
General  routine  order 
General  service  or  General  Staff  -  . 

Group 
Guard 

Guardsman  .  . 

Gunner 
Headquarters 
Hea^'y 
Heaw  Anti-Aircraft 

High  'Expiorive  or  Horizontal  Equivalent 

TTrirsw*  dr3.\vn  .  .  ,  .  -  t 


D.P.S.S. 
d;  Ry. 

D.  Remounts. 
D.S.T. 

D.Svy. 

D.V.S. 

dist. 

D.C.M. 

Div. 

D. R.O. 

Dgn. 

Dr. 

Ech. 

E. H.O. 

E-S.O. 

Est. 

excl. 

Fd. 

F. G.C.M, 

Fd.  Hj'g.  Sec. 
F.M. 

F.S. 

F.S.R. 

F. 

F.  Sp. 

Fit. 

F.D.L. 

fwd. 

F. O.O. 

Fus. 

Gen. 

G. C.M.  * 
G.O-C.  (rin-C.), 
G.K.O. 

G. S. 

Gp. 

Gd. 

Gdsm. 

Gnr. 

H. Q. 

Hy. 

H.A.A. 

H.E. 
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Fall  title 

(1)  I 

Abbreviation 

(2) 

Horsed  transport 

H.T. 

Hospital 

Hosp, 

liOTJ-T  t  m  **  '  ■  *  *  *  *  ^  * 

hr. 

}  lowitzer  . .  . .  . .  '  . , 

How, 

In  charge  of  .  .  , . 

i/c. 

Inclusive 

incl. 

Indian  Army 

I.A. 

Infantry  , .  . .  . .  .  . 

inf. 

Inspecting  Ordnance  Officer  . . 

I.O.O. 

-Intelligence  Officer  . . 

I.O, 

Intercommunication 

intercomn. 

J  unctiOQ  *  *  *  * 

junc. 

Lance-Bombardier  .  ,  . . 

L /Bdr. 

I^ance-corporal 

L/CpI. 

Lance-Serjeant  ... 

L/Sjt. 

Liaison  officer  . .  , .  .  -  . . 

L.O. 

Lieutenant  ,  .  i , 

Lieut. 

Ineutenant-colonel  ,  . 

Lt.-col. 

Lieutenant-general  , . 

Lt.-gen. 

Light 

Lt. 

I.ight  Aid  Detachment 

L.A.D. 

Light  machine  gun  , . 

L.M.G. 

Line  or  lines  of  communication  , . 

L.  of  C. 

Line  telegraphy 

i  ’L/T. 

Machine  gun. .  . .  . .  .... 

M.G* 

Main  dressing  station 

M.D.S. 

Major. . 

Maj. 

Major-general  . .  . .  .  ,  *  .  . 

Maj.-Gen, 

Mechanical  transport  or  motor  transport 

M.T. 

Mechanized  . , 

Mech, 

Medical  officer 

M.O. 

Medium 

Med. 

Meeting  point  or  Military  Police  . . 

M.P. 

Miles  in  the  hour  . .  . .  . , 

m.i.h. 

IMiles  per  hour  , .  - . 

m.p.h. 

liiilitary  foreman  of  Works 

M.F.W. 

Military  forwarding  officer 

,  M.F.O. 

Military  landing  officer 

M.L.O. 

Mobile  veterinary  section  . , 

Mob.  Vet.  Sec. 

Mobilization  or  mobile 

Mob. 

Motor  ambulance  convoy  . . 

M.A.C. 

Motor  cycle  or  Movement  control 

MX. 

Movement  Cx>ntrol  Officer  .  . 

MXX. 

Mounted  t  * 

mtd. 
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Full  title 

(1) 


Abbreviation 


Muzzle  velocity  . . 
Kou-commissioned  officer 
Observation  post  - .  -  - 

Officer  . .  . . 

Officer  commanding 
Officer-in-charge  . . 

Officers  Training  Corps 
Operation  Order  . .  •  . 

Ordnance  mechanical  engineer 
Ordnance 

Other  ranks  ■  ■  *  ♦ 

Parachute  troops  *  - 
Paragraph  . . 

Park 

Paymaster  . .  . . 

Paymaster-in-Chief 
Petrol 

Petrol  Point  .  * 

Petrol  Rail  Head  . . 

Petrol  refilling  point 
Photographic  reconnaissance 
Pioneer 
Platoon 
Point 
Position 
Post  office 
Pounder 
Principal  chaplain 
Printing  and  Stationery  Service 
Prisoners  of  War  . . 

Private 

Provost  . .  ■  - 

Provost  marshal 
Quarter-master 
Quarter-master-serjeant  . . 
Radio-telephony  .  - 
Railhead  ordnance  officer 
Railhead  supply  officer 
Railway 

Railway  telegraph. . 

Railway  Traffic  officer 
Reconnaissance  or  Reconnoitre 
Reco^-ery  . . 

Reserv’® 


m.v. 

N*C.O. 

O.P. 

o£fr. 

OX. 

O.  i/C. 

O.TX. 

0.0. 

O.M.E. 

Ord. 

O. R. 
Paratps. 
para. 

Fk. 

Pmr. 

Pmr-in-C. 

pet. 

P. P. 
P.R.H. 
P.R.P. 
Ph.R. 
Pnr. 

PL 

pt, 

posn. 

P  O. 

pj. 

P.C. 

P.S.S. 

P.W. 

Pte. 

Pro. 

P. M. 

Q. M. 
p.M.S. 
R/T. 

R. O.O. 
R.Sup.O. 

Ry* 

Ry.Tel. 

R.TX, 

recce. 

Rec. 

res, 

I  ref. 
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Full  title 

(1)  ' 


Abbreviation 

(2) 


Kegiment  , . 

Regimental  aid  post  . . 

Regimental  serjeant -major  . . 
Regimental  quarter-master-serjeant 
Rendezvous 
Repeated 

Representative  . .  -  •  *  • 

Representative  fraction  or  Range  fmder 
Rideman 
Road 


Rounds  per  gun  per  minute 
Routine  order 

Royal  Warrant  for  pay  and  promotion 
Refilling  point  or  Rules  of  procedure  . 
Sapper 

Searchlight  ♦ . 

Seater  . 

Section  . . 

Senior  Chaplain  to  the  Forces  . . 

Senior  supply  officer 

Serjeant  . .  -  -  » * 

Serjeant-major 

Signal 

Signalman  . . 

Signals 

Small  arm  ammunition  . . 

Sound  ranging 
Squadron 
Squadron  leader 

Squadron  quarter-master-serjeant 
Squadron  serjeant-major 
Staff  officer 


Staff  quarter-master-serjeant 
Staff -Serjeant 
Staff  serjeant-major 
Starting  point 
Station 
Supply 

Strategical  reconnaissance 
Supply  officer 
Supply  railhead 
Supply  refilling  point 
Tactical  reconnaissance  . , 
Teriitonal  Army  *  *  *  # 


Regt. 

RA-P. 

R.S.M. 

R.Q.M.S, 

R-V. 

rptd, 

rep* 

R.F. 

Rfn, 

Rd. 

r,p.g,p.m, 

R.O, 

R.W. 

R, P. 

Spr. 

S. L. 

Str. 

Sec. 

S.C.R 

S.Sup.O. 

Sjt. 

S.M, 

sig- 

Signm. 

Sigs. 

S.  A.  A. 

S.Rg. 

Sqn. 

Sqn.Ldr. 
Sqn.  Q.M.S. 
Sqn.S.M, 
S.O. 

S.Q.M.S. 

S.Sjt, 

S.S.M. 

S.R 

Sta. 

Sup* 

Strat.R. 

Sup.C. 

S. R.H. 

I  S.R.P. 

Tac.R. 

T. A, 


Full  title 

(1) 


Abbreviation 


Tractor  drawn 
Traffic  Control  Post 
Transport  * . 

Transport  officer  .  - 
Troop  » *  .  ■  ’  *  * 

Trooper 
Trumpeter  .  * 

Vehicles  to  the  mile  _  * . 
Vertical  interval  .  * 

Veterinary  Evacuating  Station  * 
Veterinary  officer  . . 

Visual  signalling  - 
Walking  wounded  collecting  post 
War  establishment 
Wireless  telegraphy 


T.D. 

T.C.P. 

tpt. 

T.O. 

Tp. 

Tpr. 

Tptr. 

v.t.m* 

V*I. 

V.E.S. 

V. O* 

V/S. 

W. W.C.P. 
W.E. 
W/T. 


The  titles  of  Assistant  and  Deputy  Assistant-Itoector 
Generals  and  Directors  of  the  various  services  are  abbrevi- 
ated  as  follows  : — 

A.D.G.Tn.  D.A.D.G.Tn.  A.D.M.S.  D.A.D.M.S. 


5506'  Wt,  26052 — -9060  50m  11/41  H<fcS,Ltd. 

Gp.  393  4336 


